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loſs of. an exoellent mother. She was „ 


_ deſire you will be cheerful. 1 muſt 


40 To-morrow, Emma, „ I, 1— To- 


- 
. 
>, 
* * 
— 5 
7 
Fe * 
. 
— 
— — 
— 
— 


CHAPTER I, ; | 


IV E months had elapſed ſince 
the death of Mrs. Dorvill, and 
Emma had not ceaſed to mourn the 2 


indulging the now painful remem- 
brance of former days, when her fa- | "I 4 
ther entered the room. 


« In tears, Emma? Come, come, 
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*. 

* 

. X. 
n - RE 


te not have the happineſs I am going 
* to enjoy, clouded with your 
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% morrow, I ſay, gives you a ne- 
mother; and ſuch a one as you will 
be proud to acknowledge.” 


Emma would have anſwered, but 
the rapid change of emotions this in- 


telligence gave riſe to, ſtopped the 


powers of articulation; and a deep 
8 was al the could utter. 


Mr. Dorvill e it as a re- 
Proach, and aſſuming a look of ſtern- 


neſs— Emma, ſaid he, you know 
85 Fran will :—when I preſent Mrs. 


. Dorvill to you, I expect you will 
4 receive her as my wite.” 


* the could not. 


Approve, 
Condemn, ſhe durſt 

not. She remained ſilent, and Mr. 

= Dori . the room. 
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any one, ex 

Charles and Emma loved each other 
tenderly. Mr. Dorvill had given his 
action; but the father of Willmot 
had fixed his attention on a lady 
whoſe fortune was treble the portion 
of Emma, and obſtinately perſiſted in 
uniting his ſon to Miſs Wenden, 


3 
- * 


1 


** 
A 
6 


conſiderably out-weighed the lovelx 


whoſe monied charms, in his opinion; 


__ perſon, and the accompliſhed man- 
ners of Emma Dorvill. The r 
of Emma knew the obſtacle, but as 
no one of equal rank and 'ex 

tions had ſought the hand of 

he permitted the lovers a free 
unreſtrained intercourſe. © 


Charles Willmot was at. . this 
two and twenty; gifte 
Bent Perſon, a generous 
B 2 


( 4, ) | 

.and an elevated underſtanding. Vet 

he had a fault of which Emma often 
wiſhed to ſee him diveſted. It was 

an impetuoſity of temper that ever 
inclined lim to fix on any thing as 
the firſt view preſented it. Thus he 

frequently entertained favorable opi- 
nions of thoſe he ſhould have de- 
ſpiſed; and tkeſe in whom he had 

not diſcovered merit, at the firſt - 
glance, were condemned to his cen- 
ſure. Yet he was ready to acknow- 
ledge this foible ; and equally ready 
to form reſolutions for 1ts amend- 
ment; but too frequently made the 
- promiſe one hour, and the next for- 


got the practice. 


RS 0 — 


Emma was four years younger 
than Charles. Brought up under 
the ſole care of an accompliſhed mo- 
i 4her, ſhe roſe ſuperior to thoſe fal- 

: | lies, 


( @&F - 

lies, which are almoſt a certain con- 
ſequence of the education females ge- 
nerally receive. Emma would ſhine 
the admiration and envy of a ball 
room, though perhaps her thoughts- 
had never dwelt upon 1t, till the mo- 
ment of entering. Her ſtudies were 
what ſome would call pedantic ; in- 
her they had not that title; for Emma 
had too much delicacy to triumph 
over ignorance, by a diſplay of con- 
ſcious ſuperiority. The gentle ti- 
midity of her diſpoſition induced 

Emma to think well of every one; 
and inclined her to blame her own- 
judgment, and allow for virtues,” 
where, in reality, ſhe could diſcover 
nothing but faults. It was am er- 
ror ; but, when traced to its ſource, - 
will ſurely find ſomething more than 
forgiveneſs from the heart, in which 
B 3 virtues, 
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virtues, ſuch as Emma's, have taken 


up their abode. 


Till the hour of Mrs. Dorvill's 
death, Emma had known happineſs 
unalloyed—beloved and loving Will- 
mot, her attachment permitted by a. 
father, and receiving the warmeſt 


approbation of a mother whom ſhe 
adored, her wiſhes were all within 


the circle of her enjoyments : ſhe 
knew of nothing beyond it. The 
ſudden death of her mother demo- 
liſhed the faireſt part of the fabric. 
Willmot's tenderneſs was not a con- 
ſolation for the loſs ſhe had ſuſtain- 


ed; and as the human heart is apt 


to think all ſunſhine in the hour of 
joy, and in that of affliction to at- 
tach pains, even to its deareſt plea- 
ſures, ſo Emma now looked forward: 
ED to 


©. 
to the obſtacles of Charles's wiſhes 
with fear and inquietude. 


In this ſtate was the mind of Em- 
ma, when her father diſcloſed his in- 


tended marriage. The intelligence | 


was unexpected, and not very pleaſ- 
ing. She confeſſed his right to form. 
plans for his own happineſs, without 


conſulting her inclinations; but wiſh- 
ed he had not been ſo precipitate ;- 


and the name of Mrs. Dorvill brought 


with it a train of recollections almoſt 


inſupportable. 


Willmot uſed his utmoſt efforts to 
alleviate her diſtreſs, and reconcile: 8 
Emma to what ſhe knew was her a - 


duty. He ſucceeded ſo far, that ſhe- 
had reaſoned herſelf into a ſtate. - 
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„ 
her father and his bride was an- 
nounced, Her agitations increaſed 
to trembling ; ſcarcely could ſhe tot- 


ter to receive them—the accents of 


congratulation 'died away in a mur-: 
mur, and ſhe fainted in the embrace 
of the bride, 


The firſt object Emma ſaw, on her 
recovery, was Mrs. Dorvill, hanging 
over her with a look that beſpoke: 
pity and eſteem. Emma gazed on 
Mrs. Dorvill, and thought ſhe read 
ſenſibility on her countenance. She 
felt a ſudden prediliction to the per- 
Jon ſhe had trembled to receive; and, 


_ apologiſing for the trouble ſhe had 
cauſed , welcomed Mrs. Dorvill with 
grace and ſincerity. 


+ The evening paſſed away, and when 


Emma had retired to her apartment, 


ſhe 


( 9 ) 
ſhe” reconſ dered cvery look, word, 
and action of the new Mrs. Dorvill, 
and found ſomething to admire in | 
all—Emma thoug!1: ſhe could love | 
her as a ſiſter—fſighed—and wiſhed 7 
ſhe had not taken the title of her mo=© |} 
ther —wondered how a woman, lo 
apparently: delicate, could marry a 
man forty years older than herſel{— 
however, knowing nothing of the 
concurring circumſtances, ſhe with ö 
her uſual good nature, gave Mrs. 2 | 
Dorvill credit for reaſons which "fl -» 
would prove ſufficient juſtification. | $a 2 f 


Mrs. Dorvill was twenty-five they) . 2 7 
day ſhe became a wife. 2 4 : 
was graceful, her manners were in- 1 A 
ſinuating, and her features of that. | 
. complying caſt, which can take what: 
ever expreſſion the poſſeſſor pleaſes * yy 
to givethem, What is uſually term- 9 


t WY 

ed a genteel education, completed her 
a faſhionable woman ; and ſhe had 
juſt been introduced to company, 
when her father, who was an officer, 
died. The proviſion remaining for 
her mother and ſelf was ſmall, and 
they determined to turn it into ready 
money, to equip the young lady for 
an appearance in all public places, 
not doubting but the charms of her 
perſon would ſoon procure her a 
brilliant eſtabliſhment. She had dref- 
fed at the young and the noble near 
three years, without ſucceſs, when 
chance threw Mr. Dorvill in her way. 
His offers were not to be neglected ; 
fortune was the object of her atten- 
tion ; and 1n the ſplendid ſettlements 
Mr. Dorvill preſented, his age was 

forgotten. f 
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6 1 þ 
Pride and ſelf-love were the reign- 
ing powers of Mr. Dorvill's mind. 
Thoſe who flattered either, were ſe- 
cure of his favor; but once ſuſpected 
of a different opinion, he became an 
inveterate enemy, 2 


Mrs. Dorvilt iudied this ü 


eeſsfully, and her influence over him 


foon became unbounded. 


Every ſucceeding day increaſed the 


tenderneſs of Mrs. Dorvill, and the 
confidence of Emma. Willmot too 


was enraptured with Mrs. Dorvill ; 
her kindneſs to Emma placed her 
high in his eſtimation, and he pro- 
nounced her one of the moſt amiable 
women exiſting. No wonder that 


Charles, always caught by appear= © 
ances, ſhould be deceived, when the 


B 6 | ſpecious 
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( 212 ) 
ſpecious . manners of Mrs. Dorvill 
were capable of cluding the deepeſt 
penetration. 


Their family parties were often in- 
creaſed by the company of Mr. Stan- 
more, who was diſtantly related to 
Mrs. Dorvill. Stanmore had a large 
fortune, good perſon, and the ad- 
dreſs of a man of faſhion. If theſe 
are virtues, they were his ; if not— 
his name was not inſcribed in the 
book of merit. The conſequence of 
his introduction to the hou of Mr. 
Dorvill, was a paſſion for Emma. 


8 His aſſiduities were painful to her, 
pet he made no other declaration of 


his attachment, for Stanmore looked 
on marriage as a thing a man of 
ſpirit ſhould deſpiſe ; and from the 
moment he firſt ſaw Emma, conſider- 


( 23 ) 
ed only how he ſhould grati'y his 
inclination, by reducing a noble and 
virtuous mind to infamy and wretch- 


edneſs. 
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CHAPTER II. 


Anruf and guarded, as her 
conduct had hitherto been, 
Mrs. Dorvill was conſcious her im- 
proprieties were too glaring for Em- 
ma long to be deceived; and judged 
it neceſſary to inſure her own ſafety, 
by depriving Emma of her father's 
regard. With an air of pity and 


concern, ſhe lamented the injury Em- 


ma's conſtitution would receive from 
the grief ſhe indulged for the loſs 
of her mother. Mr. Dorvill had ever 
looked on Emma's regrets with an 
invidious eye his ſelf- importance 
perſuaded him ſhe ought to center 
all her affections in himſelf; and it 
was now a double aggravation, when 
he had given her a mother in the 
preſent Mrs, Dorvill. 


Emma 


C 1 
Emma found herſelf treated by her 
father with a ſeverity new to her. 
She wept the change in fecret ; too 
juſt to breathe a murmur againſt a 
parent. 


Mr. Dorvilt obſerved Stanmore's 
partiality with pleaſure, and treated 
Willmot with increaſing reſerve. The 
tibertine principles, and character, of 
Stanmore, were known to Mr. Dor- 
vill, but proved no objections. He 
did not ſuppoſe Stanmore could en- 
tertain diſhonorable deſigns againſt 
his daughter ; and knew not that de- 
licacy of ſentiment, and propriety of 
conduc, can alone win the affections 
of the truly virtuous woman. 


With very different emotions did 
Willmot view the conduct of Stan- 
more. A rival in Emma's heart he 
„ could 


a ( 216 J 
cds not fear, but he dreaded the 
conſequence of Mr. Dorvill's viſible 
preference. He ſaw Emma torment- 
ed with the perplexing attentions of 
Stanmore, yet dared not to reſent: 
them. His father was continually 
urging him to turn his thoughts to 
Miſs Weſtbrook, and ſeldom failed to- 
conclude his letters with the un- 
gentle hint of— “ Miſs Weſtbroox 


ES nothing.” 


en 


- Willmot became 3 Brac 
was no leſs ſo. The cauſes of Will- 
mot's chagrin were equally her's;: 
and her father's conduct doubled 
every pain. His harſhneſs increaſed 

daily, and ſhe never appeared in his 
preſence without receiving ſome proof 
of the rapid decay of his affection. 
Yet ſtill ſhe endeavoured to conceal 


(#4 | 
her grief, from a delicate attention to 
Mrs.- Dorvill 5 


Great alterations had been made 
in the family ſince Mrs. Dorvill's en- 
trance into it. She had increaſed the 
number of ſervants, introduced ſplen- 
did equipages, and brilliant routs, 
with every other article of faſhions 
able expence. This met the taſtq 
Mr. Dorvill exactly, for with him 
higheſt of all poſſible enjoyments W ̃ . 
that of mixing with the gay wor 
Emma had been uſed to a life of ſfo= 
_ cial happineſs with her mother. 
Fhey had not, indeed, been ſtrangers 
to genteel life; yet were no more 
than ſpectators of its follies. - The 
mother of Emma had been ſacrificed 
to Mr. Dorvill by the will of an im- 
perious parent. Her perſonal charms 


had engaged the attention of Mr. 
| Dorvill, 2 
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( 18 | } 
Dorvill, but her mental qualifica- 
tions placed her ſo far above him, 


that, hurt at the compariſon his 


pride drew, he ſoon treated her with 


neglect. She was too well acquaint- 


ed with her duty not to endeavour 
to attach him by every poſſible means. 
to herſelf, and home; but it was in 
vain : he found amuſements more 
ſuitable to his inclinations abroad, 
and purſued them, while Mrs. Dor- 
vill devoted herſelf to the . 
of Emma. 


Mrs. Dorvill was univerſally re- 
ſpected. Her excellencies and ac- 
compliſhments were allowed and ad- 
mired, even by thoſe who found her 
way of life too ſerious for their plea- 
fures; and the few whole taſtes and 


underſtandings were like her own, 


refined and elevated, eagerly ſought 


her 


( 19 


her acquaintance. 
flights of her huſband without re- 
proach, and wore an air of compo- 
fure,—the indication of a mind pure 


and * 


Emmanowſighed, and looked back 
' | to thoſe days of happineſs and peace. 


The amuſements of the preſent Mrs. 
Dorvill were irkſome to her, yet was © 
ſhe obliged to partake of them. 
Emma knew a refuſal would incur 
the heavy diſpleaſure of her father, 


and. reſigned her inclination to her 


rounded by a crowd, ſhe ſeldom ſaw 


_ aſſiduouſly. 


thod did Emma try ; but Stanmore 


She endured the 


duty. As they were continually ſur- 


Willmot, but as one of the party; 
and there, Stanmore followed her 


Coldneſs - diſdain and every me- 
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was not to be repulſed. He had Mr. 
Dorvill's approbation, and determin- 
ed to perſevere, till an opportunity 


offered, to put his own ſcheme in 
practice. 


Mr. Dorvill ſeveral times ſigni- 


fied His intention to forbid Willmot” 8 


viſits; but this was conſtantly over 
ruled by Mrs. Dorvill. To Emma 
it appeared the reſult of tenderneſs ; - 


but, in fact, -proceeded from a very 


different motive. The elegance of 
Wilmot's-perſon had captivated Mrs. 
Dorvill; and as the depraved heart 
is ever ready to believe all goodnels - 
but apparent, and wiſhes to reduce 
every one to its own level, ſo Mrs. 


Dorvill believed ſhe had only to re- 


move Emma, to become herſelf the. 


object of Willmot's admiration. - 


Emma! 
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Emma had an uncle, the brother of 
*her mother, who had loved his ſiſter 
tenderly, and, for her ſake. Mr. 
Thornhill was a bachelor; from 
his youth he had been afflicted with 
diſeaſes, which had warped a diſpo- 
ſition, naturally irraſcible, to an in- 
tolerable degree of peeviſnnefs. Un- 
der the utmoſt appearance of ill- na- 
ture, he concealed an excellent and 
humane heart. Nice in his diſtinc- 
tions between virtue and vice, he was 
the warm and unalterable friend of 
the former, and implacable foe to the 


latter. 
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Emma loved her uncle, and the 
moments ſhe paſſed with him were 
now the happieſt ſhe taſted. Emma 

could ill diſguiſe her feelings, and 
Mr. Thornhill ſaw ſhe was unhappy. . 
He had deemed the marriage of Mr. _ 
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Dorvill an improper one, and im- 
puted Emma's uneaſineſs to unkind 
treatment from her mother-in-law. 
Emma aſſured him Mrs. Dorvill was 
all kindneſs. He would not believe 
 it—ſhe was gay—ſhe was diſſipated 
ſhe encouraged the viſits of a profeſt 
libertine—and it was not poſlible ſhe 
could love his ſweet. Emma. He was 
thinking on the ſubject, when his 
meditations were interrupted by a vi- 
fit from Mr. Dorvill. It was the firſt 


in many months; for as Mr. Dorvill 
had no great inclination to hear a 
comment on his own faults, he ſeldom 
viſited the © ſnarling Philoſopher,” as 
he uſually called him: Caſual en- 
quiries after his health being over,— 


ou do not wiſh me joy, brother,” 
ſaid Mr. DD. 


— 


* I would 


1 93 ) 
n- I would give you ſorrow and 


1d 4 repentance for Jour folly, if 1 it was 
V. 4 in my yon. | 


e « Tt is plain you do not know the 
— charming Mrs. Dorvill. I muſt 
ſt ; + bring her to ſee you.“ 
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S | « ] know too much of her, in 
K * knowing that ſhe is your wife.“ 

t «© You ſhould remember” —— 


L « Yes, yes, I know you would tell 
* « me you had the power of pleaſing 
5 « yourſelf ; but you had no right to 
„ make the life of Emma wretched, 
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n « by giving her ſuch a mother.“ | 
. Emma! Does Emma complain?“ | 
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No, ſhe is too tenacious of her 
c duty to repine. againſt you : butT 
cc can ſee it in her looks, her man- 
« ner—poor dear girl! You are un- 
« worthy ſuch a child, Mr. Dorvill.” 


« I feel I am Sir, and but good 
6 morning to you, Sir.“ 


« Aye, aye, go home and mend; 
« and, if your high flying wife can 
% ſpare her, pray let Emma come and 


40 Jee 1 me this afternoon.” 


CHAPTER 
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C TAP III. 


Ente was reading to Mrs. Dor- 
vill, at her toilet, when her fa- 
ther entered the room. Emma, 


the coach waits to carry you to 


« your uncle's; and, ſince you have 
« ſo much pleaſure in making com- 
« plaints to him, pray remain with 


« him; you have paſſed your laſt 


«© hour under my an- been 


0 . cloathes ſhall be ſent you.” 


The book had * om Emma's 
hand, and no other ſign of animation 
remained, than a wild and vacant 
ſtare/ 


« Bleſs me,” cried Mrs. Dorvill, 
« what can you mean rob me of 


© my ſweet Emma! 


„ 

Call her not your Emma, my 
« angel, ſhe is not worthy — She 
« abuſes your kindneſs, and deems it 
« cruelty.” , 


2G She cannot. She knows I love 
« he her. It muſt be a miſtake ; come, 
« come, let me intercede. She ſhall 


cc not leave me.” 


cannot oblige you, my love; 
for till ſhe owns you for a mother, 
ſhe ſhall find no father in me.” 
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_ Emma's tears had found a paſſage. 
She funk on her knees.—* I will hear 
* nothing you have to offer. Leave 
« the houſe immediately.” —And the 
imperious father quitted the room. 


- Mrs. Dorvill flun g her arms round 
n. and mingled her ever-ready 
5 tears 


er, 


ATS 


( 27 
tears with hers. She prevailed on 
Emma to go immediately to her un- 
cles, aſſuring her, that ſhe would 
ſoon prevail on Mr. Dorvill to re- 
call her Emma anſwered, by im- 


ploring the bleſſing of Heaven on 


her, and her miſtaken father ; and 
ſuffered herſelf to be conducted to 
the carriage. 


Mrs. Dorvill ſaw the diſmiſſion of 
Emma with delight. What ſhe had 


been eager to accompliſh, was now 


brought about by chance; and ſhe 
expected the ſame ſucceſs would fol- 


low her wiſhes for Willmot. Yet ſhe 
kept up the farce; intreating Mr. 


Dorvill to abate his rigour with ſuch 
inſinuations as effectually precluded 


his relenting, and he peremptorily 


for bid the name of Emma being Wer 


tioned 1 in his preſence. 
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Emma preſented herſelf to her un- 
cle with an heart burſting with grief. 
She told him her ſad ſtory, ſoften- 
ing the ſeverity of her father. Mr. 
Thornhill exerted all his humanity to 
conſole her; and in him ſhe found 
the afluRioriate father ſhe had never 
had in Mr. Dorvill. 


Stanmore iel every poſſible me- 
thod to gain admittance to Emma, 
without ſucceſs. Mr. Thornhill knew 
his character, and deteſted him; and 
would ſooner have received him in- 
fected with mortal diſeaſe, than with 
the vices he cheriſhed. The ſervants 
were bribed to take in his letters, 
which Emma always returned un- 
opened, without acquainting her un- 
cle. Stanmore, finding every effort 
ineffectual, determined to watch an 


opportunity, when force might ac- 
complith, 


( 29 ) 


compliſh, what ſtratagem could not 


obtain. 


The hopes of Mrs. Dorvil were a, 
fnuſtrated; for Willmot, warin in his 


reſentment of the unworthy treat- 
ment Emma had received from her 
father, entirely gave up his vilits. 
Meſſages and invitations, without 
number, did he receive ; but though 


he reſpected Mrs. Dorvill, and 


thought her every thing ſhe was not, 


he politely evaded complying with 


them ; not daring to truſt his tem- 
per in an interview with Mr. Dorvill. 


Willmot was the favorite of Mr. 
Thornhill, and the lovers once more 
had the pleaſure of communicating 
their thoughts without reſerve. 
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Bitter anguiſh ſeized on the heart 
of Mrs. Dorvill. She ſaw the man, 
on whom ſhe madly doated, ſtill at- 
tached to the woman ſhe hated. The 
afflicted virtuous have fources of con- 
tent in their own integrity; but to 
the puniſhment of vice, conſcienceadds 
a thouſand ſtings. Unable to form 
any ſettled reſolution in the diſtrac- 
tion of her mind, ſhe wrote to a young 
lady, with whom ſimilarity of diſpo- 
ſition had produeed what they called 
friendſhip. To Miſs Townſend ſhe 
communicated her anxiety, and a few 
days returned an anſwer. In which 
the lady. ridiculed her diſtreſs, ac- 
cuſed her of irreſolution, and even 
hinted, that if Stanmore was to ſe- 
cure Emma, there could then be no 
obſtacle, and Willmot muſt be her 
OWn, | 
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Bad as Mrs. Dorvill was, the was 
ſhocked at the Idea of afliſting to be- 


tray the innocence of Emma. There 


are gradations in vice, and thoſe who 
have deſcended one ſtep, find them- 
ſelves impelled downward almoſt in- 


voluntarily. Mrs. Dorvul reaſoned 


on the matter. Willmot to be gain- 
ed Emma to be effectually removed 


from him, and from her family.—As: 


ſhe viewed theſe advantages, her re- 
pugnance decreaſed, and ſhe ſhortly 


reſolved to purſue them indefati- 


gably. 


Stanmore knew the real character 
of Mrs. Dorvill too well to be fur- 


prized at the hints he received from 
her. They determined to aſſiſt each 


other, and took their meaſur F ac- 


cordingly. 
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The kindneſs of Mr. Thornhill, 
and Willmot's tenderneſs, operated. 
ſo powerfully on the mind of Emma, 
that ſhe would have been happy, 
could ſhe have forgotten the ſeverity 
of her father ; yet confident ſhe had 
Mrs Dorvill's intereſt, ſhe was in 
daily expectation of a reconciliation. 
Moſt of her time ſhe devoted to her 
uncle—except that ſhe caſually vi- 
ſited ſome of her mother's friends, 


dy all of whom ſhe was beloved. 


Emma had paſſed the evening with 
one of theſe in an unuſual flow of 
ſpirits, and during her return home, 
was looking forward to ſtill brighter 
proſpects. The chair ſtopped, and 
was opened by her own ſervant. Her 
mind had been too bufily engaged to 
attend to the length of way ſhe had 
gone, till, inſtead of ſtepping on her 
uncle's 
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uncle's threſhold, ſhe was ſeized and 
lifted into a carriage, which imme- 
diately ſet off with great rapidity. 
Surprize had kept her ſilent, and ſhe 
ſcarcely knew where ſhe was, till the 


forcible gripe of the perſon, who held 


her on the ſeat, recalled her ſcattered 


ſenſes. They were on an unfrequent- 
ed road, and her cries were too fee- 
ble to be heard above the rattling of 
the wheels, and the trampling of the 
horſes. Her prayers, her intreaties, 
were all ineffectual her companion 
maintained an inflexible ſilence. 


After travelling ſome hours, they 
ſtopt, and Emma was forced out of 


the carriage, and hurried into an - 


apartment, where a table was cover- 


ed with refreſhment, of which the 
dumb geſtures of an attendant in- 


vited her to partake. Unable to form 
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( 34 ) 
the leaſt idea of her ſituation, ſhe 
knelt, and recommended herſelf to 
the protection of Heaven. Finding 
he could not prevail on her to taſte 
any thing, the attendant opened the 
door of another room.; and, pointing 
to it, withdrew. It was a bed-cham- 
ber. Emma would not enter it; 
but, faſtening both doors as well as 
ſhe could, ſhe again knelt to that 
power who alone could preſerve her 
from the evil ſhe dreaded. Worn out 
with fatigue, and exhauſted with ter- 
ror, the lovely and humble petitioner 
of Heaven ſunk into a profound 


flumber. 


3 2 
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CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IV. 


ILLMOT had been the com- 
panion of Mr. Thornhill, 


during Emma's abſence. Mutually 


anxious for her return, they were 
wondering at the unuſual length of 
her viſit, when the ſervant, who at- 
tended her, entered = Heated —out 
of breath—and apparently much agi- 
tatec. He told his ftory with great 
readineſs ; © that Miſs Dorvill had 
« ordered the men to go up ſuch a 
« ftreet; at the top of this ſtreet 
«« there was a coach and four wait- 
« ing, with ſeveral attendants—fhe 
had ftopped the chair, and a gen- 
« tleman (fo muffled up he could not 
« ſee his face) handed her into the 
c carriage ; which he had followed 

C6 4 « ſome 
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63609 
c ſome time, but it drove ſo faſt, he 
could not poſſibly keep pace.— 
* Thunderſtruck at this intelligence, 
“they aſked a thouſand queſtions. 
« The ſervant, with many pretend- 
« ed evaſions, and ſeeming reluct- 
« ance, confeſſed he knew Miſs Em- 
„„ ma had often received letters, 
« which ſhe always anſwered by the 
« perſon that brought them ; and 

« that the man, though Gequently 
_« queſtioned, never would tell from 
« whom he came.” 

* 

It is not eaſy to conceive the effect 
this account had on its auditors. 
Alike impetuous, they judged the 
ſpotleſs Emma to be the vile creature 
this artful tale pourtrayed her. Mr. 
Thornhill ſtamped, ſwore, and exe- 
crated her one moment—and the 
next * the fate of his poor loſt 

Emma. 
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Emma. Then called down the curſes 
of Heaven on Mr. and Mrs. Dorvill, 
to whoſe improper treatment, and 
infamous example, the ruin of the 
unhappy girl was owing. The con- 


flict between rage and pity was too 


much for his enfeebled habit, and he 
was carried to bed in ſtrong con- 
vulſions. 


The grief of Willmot, not leſs ſe- 
vere, was ſilent. His faireſt hopes 
blighted — deceived abandoned — 
and betrayed by her he loved—by 
that Emma, on whoſe purity and 
truth all his happineſs depended. 


No other proſpect had he of joy, but 
in an nion with Emma.—In the fu- 


ture, he could only behold a life of 


wretchedneſs - and the paſt, aggra- 
vated the horrors of the preſent. 


Anguiſh had abſorbed every ſenſe, 
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( 99.) 
He heard not the requeſts of his ſer- 
vants, and was: conveyed to his own 


houſe in a ſtate of ſtupefaction. 


A ſun- beam firſt rouſed Emma. 
She had ſlept in ſafety, and her 
thanks aſcended to the Power who 
had preſerved her. She aroſe, ex- 
amined the windows, which looked 
into a garden; but they were too 
well fecured for her to open. The 
ſervant appeared with breakfaſt— 
& do, faid Emma, tell me but where 
„ Jam. “ My maſter will inform 
„ you, Madam. —His maſter !—ſhe 
ſufpeted—ſhe dreaded—yet could 
ſcarcely think it poſſible, when all 
her doubts were ended by the en- 
trance of Stanmore. He approached 
to take her in his arms. She drew 
back. Dare not to touch me, Sir, 
"00 leſt you urge me to procure my 

freedom, 


(W1 
freedom, by means at which 1 
« ſhudder. 


« Nay, Emma, theſe are heroicks. 
« You muſt deſcend to an humbler 
« ſtrain. You are in my power, my 
« angel; and I ſhall make you pay 
« for all that I have ſuffered—Will- 
«* mot cannot defend you now.” 


« have a ſurer defence, Mr. 
« Stanmore—the protector of inno- 
« cence, and the ſcourger of guilt, is 
« my friend. 


66 Charming little faint, how i 
* adore you? * 


i And is this treatment the proof 
« of your love, Sir? why am I torn 
* from my friends? why made your 


« priſoner ?” | 
3 To | 
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„ To be made mine, Emma. Give 


me yourſelf, and you ſhall com- 
mand your liberty ; nay, command 
me; I will hve but to oblige you.” 


Never! never | death ſhall firſt 
relieve me; and ſurely that would 
find forgiveneſs, before a com- 
pliance with your baſe wiſhes !” 


The determined tone of Emma 


alarmed Stanmore's apprehenſions for 


her ſafety. 


« Nay, Emma, I will not force you 
to compliance. I hope to make 
an impreſſion on that obdurate 
heart, and have you all and wil- 
lingly my own : you would not ad- 
mit me to plead my cauſe at your 
uncle's ; but now you are in my 
Joſſeſſion, 


(a. 
cc poſſeſſion, you cannot refuſe me a 
hearing.“ 


Though an alien from my fa- 
«« ther's houſe, yet, Sir, I have friends 
« that will know the fate of Emma, 


« and—" 


c You certainly do not expect 


your uncle will come in ſearch of 


« you, on his crutches — and as to 
« Willmot, he is (by this time) con- 
« foling himſelf for your loſs in the 
arms of Mrs. Dorvill.” 


* Beware, Mr. Stanmore, how you 
* increaſe the number of your crimes, 
by becoming the defamer, as well 
“as the betrayer, of innocence.” 


« Innocence! the innocence of 


Mrs. Dorvill II fee, Emma, you 


« will 
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« will never know any thing of the 
„ world till you have had a little of 
“ my 1nſtruction.” 


«© Vile calumniator !” 


« Ha, ha, ha! Tam the very hum- 
ble ſervant of Mrs. Dorvill's pu- 
* rity; I honor it; and if you wiſh 
“ tor proofs, be kind enough to 

« read,” HEE 


* 


* 


Emma took the offered letter; it 
was the writing of Mrs. Dorvill, and 
ſhe trembled, while ſhe read. 


« You a lover, Edward! why you 
« are almoſt as cold and infipid as 
« Emma herſelf. Iam not ſo tame— 
« either end the matter quickly, or I 
« ſhall deſert you, and try ſome other 
« expedient. I have intelligence 

8 | «© Emma, 


( Wc 
« Emma, to-day, viſits Lady Gren- 
« ville her ſervant is yours; ſo fend 
« her to ſup in Berkſhire. As you 
« can join her in the morning, it is 
« neceſſary that you come to my 
« rout, to avoid ſuſpicion : for if 
« Willmot ſhould ſuppoſe you the 
« invader of his rights, he might 
« take it into his head to call you to 
„account, and as I deſign he ſhall 
© be better employed, I muſt be 
*« careful of you both. Were there 


„ no other to fight Emma's battles, . 


te than my caro h, 1 mould not 


« care how {oon he took the field. 
© CHARLOTTE DoRvILL.“ 


Emma ſcarcely believed ſhe exiſt- 


ed. © Ah,” cried ſhe, „where ſhall 


« I find goodneſs, virtue, and ſin- 
e cerity, if not in the heart of Mrs. 
« Dorvill! Oh, Mr. Stanmore, if you 

have 
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« have the leaſt ſpark of pity, re- 
„ lieve my burſting heart, and tell 
me it is all deluſion !” 


« Upon my ſoul,” faid Stanmore, 
« it is very true and where's the 
« harm? My couſin, finding you 
| «© would not liſten to reaſon, deter- 
«* mined you ſhould be happy in 1 pits 
« of yourſelf,” 


„Then I am loſt indeed! Oh, 
« that you had withheld your cruel 
“intelligence !—ſtill would I have 
« been deceived !—my poor He 
too . 


The agitations of Emma became 

ET Wt —Stapmore would have un- 
ſaid all, but ſhe heard him not. He 
withdrew, and ſent ſome female ſer- 

vants to her aſſiſtance. 


CHAPTER 


Cay 
CHAPTER . 


HE remembrance of Mrs. Dor- 
vill's treachery took deep root 
in the ſorrowing 'heart of Emma. 
Every proſpect of a reconciliation 
with her father was now at an-end: 
Her preſent ſituation The agony 
her abſence would cauſe to her un- 
cle—and Willmot ! Yet ſhe believed 
Willmot would be aſſiduous in ſearch 
of her, and hope did not quite for- 
* her. 


Several days had paſſed, and Stan- 
more ſeldom quitted her, when ſhe 
was ſomewhat relieved from his al- 
ternate threats and ſolicitations, by a 
party of gentlemen who came on a 
viſit to him. To Stanmore this was 
a very diſagreeable interruption. He 
had 


ö — — > = n 
— 8 — 2 — n 
wy >. 2 
. apo 


—— ̃ ͥ ͤ ig IR ů — — — 


j ol 


- —— ”_ 
* — 
3 : SIS = a bas 5 = — — — = 
- l \ Dm = l kj 7 K ety yr A ——— = 
: — — — — 
— 0 
2 —__ . , 9 r - : 4. — — 2 22 
* — = _— 32 — — E 2 — = n 
e 8 br r r —— od Sor wan of 3 * 
Me ES S 41 I » Sm — — 4 1 — 3 « 


I 
al 
Wl 
» 
i 


- - 44 > 
4 — ñ 2 
_ REPS wy 
* — 
2 — 1 


- = 5 * — = 4 — 2 
— Sn Eu ann $2 on ES —— — 
* S — * „„ + . IE IC * heb 5 * 
_ r eee ee 8 
2 1 r Da = — _g — — 
— äm— . — — — — — = 
— rg —— 2 : — 
: = > . 5 


2 * 2 
3 a 2; it 


— my — 4 = 
—_ — * — * — — ö = - — 1 * 3 r 
: INI > * 2 2 1 — — ———ß̃ ß ̃ — — las _— — — — 2 —— —— > 2 — To 
* — - — oy * 5 = A Of 1 2 gi 5 n * Haney ihe ad 

: A 2h i IRS e — — - ou — — 7 A — — 
— > v4 > — 5 Att. 9% 2 — Er xn < — * — — — — — a — p —— r 1 PEE — 1 Donny br FRA nuns, av 5 

. — _ . CIS — ens, - ſo - * 0 — 1 - be -S LEE... Id — the a ee a — n 
— — = — 7 — —— c . = * - —— o — — — —— — m — _— 

— 0 — _ = — > — — — . — ——— 4A - 4 
8 " — , 5 . 


* « G l 
— — — — 
—— 0 9 a * 
— — — 
4 * N am — pa ere 
22 252 — P — = 2 
LEE . - . — = E 
2 — = LOEB ot emo or nt eo rt ny 3 ug ts Ln os 
” 


( 46 ) 
had Emma removed to apartments 
ina wing of the houſe, very diſtant 


from thoſe occupied by himſelf and 
COMPANIONS. 


Emma ſubmitted to this with plea- 
ſure, 1 entertained hopes of eſ- 
caping. 


The female ſervant had often eyed 
Emma with looks of compaſſion, but 
had ſeldom been alone with her. 
Emma now had an opportunity to 


improve this pity into a reſolution 


to aſſiſt her, and the poor girl con- 
ſented to run every hazard in aiding 
the lovely and diſtreſſed Emma to 
eſcape. To get away in her preſent 
dreſs, was improbable ; ſo Emma was 
furniſhed . with a gown, cap, hat, 
and cloak, which belonged to the 
worthy 


CM _ 
worthy girl. In this diſguiſe ſhe 
paſſed through ſome apartments that 
had a communication with the dairy 
—from thence to the garden, and 
was let out at a back gate by her 
kind deliverer. Emma did not bid 
her farewell, without rewarding her 

merit. She compelled her to take 
the contents of her purſe, all but 
three guineas, which ſhe reſerved to 
bear her expences to London. 


It was about fix in the morning 
when Emma left the houſe of Stan- 
more. She had taken care to be 
well informed of her road, and al- 
moſt flew to ſecure herſelf from 
purſuit. 


Emma entered the ne: ghbouring 
town; and, directing her ſteps to 
; the 


(48) 
the inn, met the landlady at the 
door. 


« I beg I may have a poſt- chaiſe 
bs Py" ſaid Emma. 


« A coſt-chaifs indeed!“ replied 
the landlady—“ marry, there an't 
« one in the town. You may have 
« a place in the coach if you will— 
« it ſets off in five minutes.” 


Emma (not ſuppoſing her appa- 
rent inability to pay for it was the 
reaſon) took it for granted there 
were no chaiſes, and. reſolved to go 


in the ſtage. 


| Emma took her ſeat with two 
other ſtrangers—a farmer-like man, 
and a decent plain woman, about 


fifty 


( 49 ) 
fifty. They had not proceeded a 
quarter of a mile ere the gentleman 
was faſt aſleep. The other paſſenger 
| ſeemed to eye Emma with inquiſi- 
tive concern ; but Emma was wholly 
taken up with her eſcape, and the 
pleaſure ſhe was going to receive 
in being reſtored to her uncle and 
Willmot. Fear had its ſhare in her 
emotions. Whenever the coach 
ſtopt, or ſhe heard the feet of horſes, 
ſhe pictured Stanmore ready to 
ſeize and re-conduct her to his de- 
teſted houſe. The various changes 
of Emma's countenance increaſed the 
curiofity of her companion. Her 
dreſs ſo ill ſuited with the delicacy 
of her perſon. It was that of a ſer- 
vant:—her hand*was too white ever 
to have done the work of one. She 
could not help addrefling her. Em- 
ma anſwered her queſtions with a 


D : ſweetneſs 


( @ 7 


ſweetneſs that delighted the good 


and ſhe concluded it muſt 


be ſome lady eloped from her friends, 


3 


woman 


— — 


to put herſelf under the protection 


of a favoured lover. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


ITHIN three miles of Lon- 
don the coach ſtopt, and 
their ſleeping companion left them. 
« Coachman,” cried the female paſ- 
ſenger, «* you will ſet me down at 
% my houſe ;” then turning to Em- 
ma, where do you ſtop, Ma'am?” 
« Indeed I do not know,” replied 
Emma. I will conſider of it,” 
ſaid ſhe to the coachman, who wait- 
ed to hear her deſtination. 


Emma recolle&ted that to go to 
the houſe of her uncle immediately, 
might endanger his ſafety. She 
knew the quickneſs and violence of 
his temper ; and dreaded, left a ſur- 
prize of joy might be as fatal as an 
exceſs of grief. She deemed it moſt 
D 2 prudent 


(.. 52 ) 
prudent to acquaint him of her re- 
turn, ere ſhe preſented herſelf before 
him. 


“I ſuppoſe,” ſaid ſhe, © this coach 
« puts up at ſome inn, where I can 
« be accommodated for an hour, 
* while I write to inform my ende 
«of my arrival?“ 2 


« A public inn is not a proper 
place for ſuch a ſweet young lady 
as you, Ma'am. I live in Oxford- 
road; and if you will pleaſe to go 
home with me, I will fend your 
letters ſafely.“ 


c 


A 


6 


6 


* 


Emma gladly accepted the offer, 
and the good woman was happy. 
She told Emma her name was Hud- 
ſon—that ſhe kept an earthen-ware 


ſhop ; and that her huſband was a 
P a Ve 


C 3 


ſtay-maker. She was profuſe in her 
offers of ſervice, to which Emma 
gratefully returned her thanks 
They arrived; and Mrs. Hudſon in- 
ſiſted on Emma's taking ſome re- 
freſhment ; and then provided her 
with materials for writing. 


«© DEAR AND HONOURED SIR, 
«« YOUR Emma, your happy Em- 


ma, waits permiſſion to implore 


your bleſſing. The vile plot laid 
for her deſtruction, Providence has 
defeated ; but how have you borne 


the uncertainty of her fate? No 
matter—we will forget the paſt, 


and think only on the joyful pre- 


ſent. Already I ſeem in your 


preſence— I feel myſelf claſped to 


your paternal bolom—l hear you 


thank Heaven for the preſervation 


of your Emma.—Ah ! Sir, haſten 
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© the return of my meſſenger, and 


«« realize the exquiſite idea. 
« EMMA DORV EL. 
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Emma thought it would be cruel 
to withhold from Willmot the earlieſt 
intelligence. 


« HOW will the kind heart of 
« Willmot bear the glad tidings of 
« Emma's return? Yes, my Will- 
« mot, returned ; and in ſatety too! 
« You will meet me at my uncle's— 
« thither I am going.—Willmot, I 
am paid for all my ſufferings. But 
remember, Charles, our happineſs 
< muſt not be clouded with thoughts 
ce of revenge. Heaven, that protected 
«© my innocence, will beſt avenge its 


« own caule. | 
CENA. 


Her 


Ca] 
M Her letters diſpatched by Mr. 
| Hudſon's boy, Emma waited his re- 
turn with a joyful anxiety. In a 
ſhort time ſhe would be at the feet 
of her uncle—in a few moments 
more, Willmot would be at her's. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


R. THORNHILL was ſtill in 

bed, in conſequence of the 
ſuppoſed elopement of Emma, at- 
tended by a faithful, affectionate ſer- 
vant, that had been brought up in 
the family.— The letter was brought 
— Read it to me, Robert,” ſaid Mr. 


Thornhill— Dear and honoured Sir 


* —your Emma! —“ Emma!“ cried 
Mr. T hornhill—“ throw it in the 
« fire: 


« Pray, Sir, let me read it firſt,” 
ſaid Robert. I won't hear a word 
« of it—deſtroy it this moment.,— 
„Where is the fellow that brought 
es i 7 Who gave you 1 that letter, 


« {ſjrrah ! — 


A lady, 


« 57 ) 
« A lady, Sir.” 


« Then tell the lady that I hate 
her that that I loathe her—abo- 
% minate her—and that I never will 
«© hear from—ſee—or think of her 
again as long as I live.—Begone, 
« you raſcal, and never dare to come 
* into my houſe again.” . 


When the meſſenger was gone, Mr. 
Thornhill repeated his orders of hav- 
ing the letter burnt; and Robert, 
though unwilling, was obliged to 
comply. | 


Willmot was making firm reſolu- 
tions to forget Emma when her bil- 
let was given to him. He knew the 
writing, and ſhuddered with horror 
at the recollection of her perfidy. . 

Her charms—her tormer iendevkals 
MN inſtantly 


1 

inſtantly followed that thought, and 

he preſſed the letter to his lips. He 

was breaking the ſeal that ſhe had 
left, abandoned, and deceived him for 

another, again took poſſeſſion of his 

mind, and he tore the letter in half, 
deſiring his ſervant to give that as an 

anſwer to the bearer. 


Emma waited the return of her 
meſſenger with eager expectation.— 
She had no doubts all was certainty 

Eher uncle would be impatient to 
ſee her Willmot would fly with rap- 
ture to receive her.— She even forgot 
the treachery of Mrs. Dorvill, and 
the unkindneſs of her father. — All 
within her breaſt was peace —nay, it 
was not peace —it was a happy—Joy- 
tul—tumult ! 


Emma fat in a little back room, 
with. 


(#)} 


with her eyes rivetted on the ſhop- 


door. At length the lad appeared. 
Emma ſprang from her ſeat to receive 
her meſſenger.— What a tranſition ! 
—Fixt, and motionleſs as a ſtatue, 
ſhe heard him—till claſping her 
hands together, with the torn letter 
between them, ſhe gave a violent 
ſhriek, and would have fallen to the 
ground, but the friendly arms of 
Mrs. Hudſon received her. 


One fit ſucceeded another the re- 
mainder of that day—and by the 
next morning, Emma was in an high 
tever. Her ſenſes returned, and 


brought with them a ſtill keener 


ſenſe of her miſerable ſituation.— 
The agony of her mind increaſed 
her diſorder, and ſhe became deli- 


rious. — Even then her misfortunes 


employed her imagination. 
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( 60 ) 

The unfortunate had always a ſure 
claim to the aſſiſtance of Mrs. Hud- 
ſon—but Emma had gained an in- 
tereſt in her affections :—ſhe loved, 
as well as compaſſionated her. Mr. 
Hudſon was of the ſame mould with 
his wife; and they reſolved to give 
that aſylum and protection to Em- 
ma, that —a relation —a lover - and a 


parent had denied. 


Emma had every aſſiſtance, 


knew not to whom ſhe was indebted. 


She would lay her aching head on 


the boſom of Mrs. Hudſon, and cry, 


« Ah, my dear mama, how could 
« you leave your Emma ſo long !— 


«© She has been ill uſed; but it is 


« over now—You are come, and I 
« ſhall be happy. There is Mrs. 


„ Dorvill |!-Oh! hide—hide your- 


La) 


* mak Don't let her ſee you |—She | 


1 « will 
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( 61 ) 


will betray, and deliver you up to 
bad men—as ſhe did Emma. My 


father too !—See how ſtern he 


looks !——Pray do not frown on 
me, Sir !— Indeed !— Indeed !— I 
never will difobey you.— l love you 
Vas I loved my mama — and now 
ſhe is dead I muſt ſometimes weep 
for her.—-She would have wept for 
Emma—had Emma died.—Won't 
you receive me, Sir ?—Not when 
Mrs. Dorvilt aſks you !—Alaſs! I 


cannot !—My uncle no longer pi- 
ties Emma.—— Wilmot too—has 


ſtruck a dagger in the heart that 
was his own -I cannot pull it out 
will you help me, Sir? — For 


then, the blood will follow—and I 


ſhall be at eaſe.” 


She ſunk on her pillow, but 1 | 


ſently —_ up—* Oh! Willmot, 
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( 62 ) 
« you are gone to join my mama 
Why did you not take Emma with 
« you ?—But I have placed you both 


a) 


„ within my heart—and the tear I 


« drop for one, laments the other.— 
« Huſh, and I will tell you !—Will- 
“ mot lov'd her, and Emma lov'd 
«© Willmot. —But Emma loſt the 
kindeſt mother —and then they 


ba) 


'C 


* 


e were not quite ſo happy. —Some- 


“ body came and turned poor Emma 
« out of doors—her uncle died 
Willmot died—and Emma has no- 
« thing now left but to die too.” 


6 


a 


Her fever raged with the utmoſt 
violence for a fortnight ; and when it 
left her, ſhe was too much ' weak- 
ened to bear the leaſt exertion. Em- 
ma now recollected her great obli- 
gations to Mrs. Hudſon—ſheremem- 
bered their firſt meeting—and the 

thanks 


( 3 
thanks of a grateful heart aſcended 
to Heaven who had ſo providentially 
raiſed her up a friend in her utmoſt 
need. Yet theſe obligations were a 
ſource of uneaſineſs to her—not from 
pride, but fearing leaſt theſe kind 
people could not afford the expence 
they muſt incur through her illneſs. 
Emma hinted this to Mrs. Hudſon, 
and her fears were agrecably reliev- 
ed by Mrs. Hudſon informing her— 
that though not affluent, they were 
in eaſy circumſtances had good bu- 
ſineſs—none to provide for but them- 


ſelves—and would take care of her. 


Emma wept a tear of thanks. Mrs. 
Hudſon folded her in her arms, and 


aſſured her, while they lived, ſhe 


ſhould never want a friend. Par- 


« don me, my dear young lady, 
added ſhe, but I feel as if I was 
« your mother,” 
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( 64 ) 


It was too much—Emma could not 
ſpeak—ſhe preſſed the hand of Mrs. 
Hudſon to her lips, and ſobbed aloud. 
It was a relief to her full heart, and 
ſhe became more compoſed. 


CHAPTER 


CHAPTER VIII. 


ILLMOT would have given 

Y the world to have recalled 
the letter of Emma. He wiſhed he 
had read it, although ſhe had been 
ſo faithleſs. Tenderneſs and reſent- 
ment were continually diſputing the 
poſſeſſion of his mind. He would 


vow to baniſh every recollection of 


Emma from his boſom, and the next 
minute would recall her every word 
and action, and think it was impoſ- 
ſible Emma could be falſe. 


Willmot had loved Emma with an 
unbounded fondneſs, and the pangs 
of diſappointment were equally ex- 
ceſſive. It was but a very few, and 


thoſe his moſt intimate friends, by 
whom 
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( 1 
whom he would be ſeen. He wiſhed' 
to be ever alone, that he might teach 
himſelf to forget Emma.—By being 

continually alone, he was ſure to re- 
member her. | 


The day after Emma was carried 
off, Mrs. Dorvill wrote a letter to 
Willmot, in which ſhe exerted the 
very utmoſt of her diſſimulation. She 
diſplayed her own grief, and pitied 
the diſtreſs of Willmot in terms that 
The knew was moſt likely to engage 
his attention ; adding, that ſhe had 
often ſuſpected Emma had ſome con- 


cealed lover, but had never been able 


to form more than conjecture, till 
the preſent unhappy moment of Cer- 
tainty. | 


To this Willmot returned a verbal 
meſſage only ; and Mrs. Dorvill con- 
tinued 


( OF. 3 


tinued conſtant in her enquiries, and 
preſſing in her invitations to ſee him. 
But finding theſe methods ineffectual, 
ſhe determined to viſit him; and was 
at her toilet, labouring to heighten 


her natural advantages, when a note 


from Willmot was delivered to her. 


«© MADAM, 
« The obligations I owe to you are 
« great indeed; and yet I muſt in- 
« creaſe the number, by being in- 
« debted to your forgiveneſs for not 
ee paying you the viſit you have ſo 


« kindly requeſted. Alaſs! madam, 


„the unhappy Wulmot in vain en- 
« deavours to teach his rebellious 
« heart a leſſon of forgetfulneſs. It 
e“ will not let him enter that houſe 
« where the happieſt hours of his 
life have paſſed. A thouſand killing 


*« remembrances would riſe. May 
cc you, 
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« you, Madam, be as happy as you 
are good. Had Emma been like 
u My chaiſe is at the door. 
« I would go from myſelf, if it were 
« poſhtble—but I carry with me a load 
of miſery that never can be re- 
moved. Oh! that I could find that 
10 peaceful home, where the ſorrow- 
« ing ceaſe from trouble, and the 
< weary are at reſt. 8855 


« C. WIII Ir 


Mrs. Dorvill, almoſt frantic, ſent 
inſtantly to ſtop him, but Willmot 
was gone. Her rage was wholly 
vented on Mr. Dorvill, who, aſto- 
niſhed at the change, took great 
W pains to ſoothe her into good hu-4 
b 1 mour again. In this he ſucceeded, 
A for ſhe knew it was her intereſt ; and 
Mrs. Dorvill, to forget her diſap- 

pointment, 


-e 
pointment, plunged into the vortex 
of diſſipation. 


The pride of Mr. Dorvill was 
wounded by Emma's conduct. Some- 
times the father would riſe, and he 


would lament her fate; but Mrs. 
Dorvill always checked theſe feelings 


by ſome piece of artifice. When 
Emma had eſcaped, Stanmore re- 


turned to town in ſearch of her. No 


one ſuſpected him, for Emma had 


ſhewn ſo particular a diſlike to him; 


and it appeared from the teſtimony 
of her ſervant, that ſhe had encou- 
raged the private addreſſes of ſome 
lover. 


Whenever Mr. Thornhill was pen- 
ſive and thoughtful, Robert never 


failed to mention Emma; but Mr. 
Thornhill was ſo thoroughly per- 


ſuaded 
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6G 70 } 
ſuaded of her infamy, that he could 
not hear her named with patience ; 
and Robert was compelled to think 
well of, and pity her in filence. 


It was two months ere Emma was 
able to quit her apartment. Inſtead 
of thinking her troubleſome, Mrs. 
Hudſon became fonder of her each 


day. 


Emma had but two guineas, her 
watch, a pair of bracelets, and ſome 
other ornaments that ſhe had wore 
the evening Stanmore carried her 
away. One of the bracelets was the 
picture, of her mother; that ſhe took 
out ; the reſt ſhe preſented to Mrs. 
Hudſon, and requeſted her to diſpoſe 
of them, which was very unwillingly 
complied with. But all her intreaties 


were ineffectual to prevail on Mrs. 
Hudſon 
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Hudſon to take any part of the mo- 
ney. Emma was poſitive in turniſh- 
ing herſelf from 1t with decent plain 
clothes. Emma acquainted Mrs. Hud- 
ſon with her whole ſtory, enjoining 
her to inviolable ſecrecy. 


As the ſtrength of Emma returned, 
ſhe employed her thoughts in fixing 
on a future plan for her ſubſiſtence. 
She knew it was Mrs. Hudſon's in- 
tention wholly to provide for her ; 
but that ſhe could not agree to. She 
had youth on her ſide, and it was 
robbing the old and unfortunate of 
the aſſiſtance of Mrs. Hudſon. Em- 
ma knew and dreaded the oppoſition 
ſhe would have to encounter ; how- 
ever, it was neceſſary, and ſhe ſum- 
moned all her fortitude to make the 
trial. 
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BW. 
„1 am thinking, Mrs. Hudſon,” 
Ws {aid Emma, that Mr. Hudſon has 
Wo ' «it in his power to do me a very 
. « great ſervice.” 


« Then I am ſure he will—but 
« what is it, Miſs Emma ? 


« You muſt not be angry with me, 
66 but as Mr. Hudſon works for a 
« great many ladies, he might hear 
= - « of ſome in want of an attendant, 


ce and I ſhould like 


J ſee how it is—ah, Muſs Emma, 
= « you are tired of us!“ 


Indeed, Mrs. Hudſon, your kind- 


« neſs is the only pleaſure of my 
„life. — 


Then ſtay with us. We have 
enough, 


( 78 ) 
« enough; and if we had not, we 
would work for you; and if you 
« would accept of it, and live with 
©« us, we {ſhould be happier than we 
«ever were.—lIf my poor Nancy had 
« been alive, ſhe would now have 
& been juſt big enough to have wait- 
«ed on you; but thank God I have 
« health and ſtrength, and while that 
« laſts, you ſhall never want for any 


60 thing. 


Nothing but the loſs of my ſenſes 

can ever obliterate from my me- 
% mory your kindneſs.— Vou, Mrs. 
« Hudſon, took me a ſtranger de- 
cc ſerted wy GE triend in the world.” 


« More frame for them that could 
« deſert ſuch goodneſs.” 


« But you knew not even that 2 
E « was 


(239 
« was good. You ſaw I was unfor- 
cc tunate, and did not wait to know 
« whether I was worthy your eſteem, 
« ere I taſted your compaſſion. What 
« would have become of me, had 1 
« not met with you!“ 


] can't bear to think of it, ſaid 
Mrs. Hudſon, wiping her eyes. 


* Your care recovered me from 
« diſeaſe— your tenderneſs blunted 
the edge of misfortune. — The ſe- 
« yerity of a parent—the treachery 
« of her in whom I placed my con- 
« fidence—and the cruelty of a lover 
were a complicated woe almoſt 
too much to ſuſtain. But your 
« kindneſs has taught me, Mrs. Hud- 
« ſon, that there is no miſery too 
acute for the hand of Heaven to 


*. * ſoften. Jam now in a probationary 
2 b « ſtate 


. 

« ſtate of ſuffering, but I look for- 
« ward to a Joyful recompence; 
Where yon, Mrs. Hudſon, will re- 


* ceive the reward of all your good- 


cc nels.” 
« You can reward me now, by 
cc RR with: me.” 


J cannot; "AC Mrs. Hudſon.— 
My heart is a very weak one, and I 
„ am too apt to dwell on circum- 
« ſtances it is neceſſary I ſhould for- 
« vet for ever.—Had I fome employ- 
.« ment, in the cloſe fulfillment of my 
duty, perhaps, I might loſe the 
« thoughts that lometimes lo cruelly 
6 torture me.“ 


But I ſhall break my heart if you 
« leave me.“ 
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J would not grieve you, dear 


Mrs. Hudſon ; but you will ſee the 


« neceſlity of this ſtep.— Who knows 


but a like chance may throw ſome 


e poor deſerted creature in your way, 


«and if you beſtow all on me, you 


« deprive yourſelf of the power of 
« relieving others.—You ſhallenquire 
ce a ſituation for me; and I will love 
« you as well as if I ſtaid with you.” 


Mrs. Hudſon could not be recon- 
ciled to Emma's plan—yet forbore 


further to oppoſe it —Emma had the 


like difficulty with Mr. Hudſon ; but, 


as ſhe perſiſted, ſhe prevalled. 


CHAPTER 


tC 1 
CHAPTER Ix. 


OW thought it ph to 


change her name, and took that 
of her kind benefactors; paſſing for 


their relation. 


After many fruitlefs applications, 
the wife of a clergyman, who wanted 
a perſon educated above the ſtile of a 
ſervant, deſired to ſee Emma - and 


much as Emma had wiſhed for the 
preſent opportunity, ſhe could ſcarce 


ſupport herſelf under it. Pride was 
not the cauſe, but timidity almoſt 


overcame her; and ſhe could not 


help ſhrinking from the haughtineſs 


of a miſtreſs. The lady approved 
her, and in two days Emma was to 
quit Mrs. Hudſon, and become the 
humble companion of DUE Alton. 
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6 
Emma thought ſhe had reached the 


ſummit of her wiſhes She had heard 
the higheſt character of Dr. Alton.— 


Mrs. Alton had a bad ſtate of health 


—ſaw no company— and Emma was 
to be altogether with her; and ſhe 
looked forward to a life of retire- 
ment and eaſe. 

Emma ſoon found her expectations 
diſappointed— Mrs. Alton was the 
ſlave of caprice—her diforders were 


all imaginary—her temper violent 


and fretful ; and ſhe made every one 


about her unhappy. Emma was ſent 


from Mrs. Alton's drefling room to 
the kitchen five times in an hour, to 
ſee what the ſervants were doing ; 
and becauſe ſhe did not return with 
ſtories equally falſe and injurious, 
Mrs. Alton ſeldom failed to vent a 
torrent of abuſe on Emma, for col- 


leaguing with them to deceive her. 
Mrs. 


Mrs. Alton loved to tyrannize over 
a, timid diſpoſition ; and her whims 
and ill-nature became more and more 
intolerable: yet Emma determined to 
bear it; and laboured to hide her 
diſſatisfaction from Mrs. Hudſon. 


Emma frequently would draw a 
compariſon between the treatment of 
Mrs. Alton, and that ſhe had receiv- 
ed from her family, and from Will- 
mot. The former bore no propor- 
tion to the latter. Mrs. Alton could 


only deprive her of a ſcarce comfort- 


able moment, but they had deſtroyed 
her happineſs—had given a wound 
to her heart, never to be healed. 


Dr. Alton found his attention much 
intereſted by Emma. He had read 
an 0 heart in her expreſſive 

, E 4 


features. 
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of Mrs. Alton was offended by the 


( 8 ) 


Features. Shocked at his wife's treat- 


ment, he would often remonſtrate 
with her, which always produced the 


oppoſite effect from that he had in- 


tended. Except Mrs. Alton, every 


one of the family ſtrove to oblige 
Emma. The doctor had privately 
enjoined the ſervants to treat her with | 
reſpect ; and whenever he had either 
opportunity or occaſion to ſpeak to 
her, always did it with tenderneſs 
and humanity. 


Mrs. Alton had one ſon, of ten 
years old, the darling of his mother ; 
and through her indulgence diſliked 
by every one elſe. Emma one day 
attempted to reaſon him into a ſenſe 
of the impropriety of ſome ſelf-willed 
action he was committing ; the pride 


offi- 


(#4 
officiouſneſs of Emma, and ſhe in- 
ſtantly diſcharged her. Before Em- 
ma left the Dr. Alton ſent for 
her to his ſtudy ; and after ſlightly 
apologizing for the conduct of his 
wife, requeſted to know if he had the 


Power of relieving. or aſſiſting her.— — 


Emma had reſolved to conceal her 
hiſtory ; ſo thanking the good doctor 
only, ſhe returned to the friendly roof 
of Mrs. Hudſon, who was almoſt wild 
with joy, believing, as Emma had 
been ſo unſucceſsful in her firſt at- 
tempt, ſhe would never make ano- 


ther. 


Emma found it neceſſary to quit 
Mrs. Hudſon.—It was in that par- 
lour {he had written to her uncle - to 


Willmot.— she had there waited. 


the return of her meſſenger with fuch 


E 3 eager 
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eagerneſs, —and there too—had re- 


ceived thoſe anſwers which had ſo 


cruelly deſtroyed her peace. Inſtead 


of lofing the remembrance, it became 


ſtronger every hour ; and the kind- 
neſs of Mrs. Hudſon ſeemed only to 


remind her ſhe had no other friend in 
the world. When alone, ſhe would 


addreſs the picture of her mother, 
and complain of Willmot's perfidy. 


Had Willmot yet been kind, ſhe had 
not been altogether wretched. —For 
Willmot's ſake, what could not Em- 


ma have borne?—But he had aban- 
toned —had treated Emma with ſcorn 
—had left her to ſtruggle with the 


hardſhips of penury—and ſickneſs.— 
Her father was deceived by the ar- 
tifice of the wife he loved —Her un- 


cle's conduct was a myſtery—yet he 


too might be miſled. —But Willmot— 
that 


that knew the heart of Emma true to 


. of 


his own—could ſhe forget his cruel- 
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65 


|. | CHAPTER xXx. 


_ now heard of a lady of 
-J- quality in want of an attendant. 
Emma applied — was received, and 

once more entered a life of ſervitude. 


Emma had the ſatisfaction to find 
the family were going in a few days 


into the country, and believed ſhe 


ſhould leave ſome part of her anxiety 
behind her. 


Emma faw a proſpect of eaſe now, 
that the caprice of Mrs. Alton had 


denied her. Lady Derwent was young, 


and gay to an exceſs. She gave her- 
felf no farther concern about Emma 


than juſt what related to the adorning 
her own perfon ; and was at preſent 
too much elated with bridal finery, 


pomp N 


LS} 
pomp, and ceremony, to be ever out 


-of temper. His lordſhip Emma ſel- 


dom ſaw ; but found he was equally 
as faſhionable and thoughtleſs as the 
lady herſelf. Emma behaved with the 
_ utmoſt civility, but declined mixing 
with the head ſervants. They pitied 
her want of ſpirit, and gave her me- 
lancholy hours no ſort. of interrup- 
_ tion. 


The air and exerciſe Emma took 


in the country, was of great ſervice 
to her health. Her morning attend- 


ance on Lady Derwent ended, Emma 
uſually rambled into the fields with a 
book; though ſhe ſeldom read ought 


but the ſad ſtory written on her on 


heart. 


he ſeat of Lord Derwent was an 
old caſtle, ſituated near the ſea, in a 


L romantic 
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( 86 ) 
romantic part of the Weſt of Eng- 
land. 


Emma would fit hours liſtening to 
the murmur of the waves : the ſound 
was mournful, and her heart rever- 
berated in uniſon. Every thing that 
was gay ſhe recoiled from that only 
could pleaſe to which ſhe was attract- 


ed by ſympathy. When ſhe could 


not direct her ſteps to her favourite 
ſpot, ſhe would remain in her own 
apartment, and attend to the hollow 


whiſtling of the wind —_— the 
avenues of the caſtle. 


Emma frequently wrote to Mrs. 


"Hudſon, and would have commiſſion- 
ed Mrs. Hudſon to make enquiries 


after her family, but ſhe dreaded to 
hear worſe intell;gence.—Her father 


might be dead; or living, be wretch- 
ed, rough the conduct of Mrs. 


Dorvil. 


( 0 7 
Dorvill.— Mr. T hornhill had no one 
to cheer the bed of ſickneſs.— And 
Willmot might be married. — Emma 
would rather fear, than know it a 
certainty. It was now not a crime to 
love him; and could ſhe anſwer that 
ſhe ſhould ceaſe to do ſo, when ſhe 
ſhould know it to be a crime. The 
heart of Emma ſtill cleaved to Will- 
mot; nor had his contempt worn out 
a ſingle trace of affection. 8 
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The terrors of ſolitude had 1 19 
Lord and Lady Derwent to eroud the i 
caſtle with company. Balls, concerts, £3 
private plays, and cards, conſtituted 
the amuſements of each day. One 4 
of the party was Mr. Nugent, bro- 
ther to Lady Derwent. Mr. Nugent 
would paſs the morning at his ſtu- | 
dies, and frequently ſteal from com- 4 
pany to enjoy: the fine proſpects with 4 

which 1 


ON 


MP — 1 — ID Do Benn II oo» 2, — 
=— x — — —— ———— EE r e 2 
= 5 I I LCM: SY => a AS == 22 — 
= = — — — * a S TS TT 5 
. 1 LE — — gf oo N = 
\ * yon > — 2 5 I a- + — 2 2 — — — 
2 — 2 LD r 


( 88 ) 
which the caſtle was ſurrounded. — 
He {ſtrolled through the ſame path 
Emma had juſt gone before ; and ar- 
riving on the banks of the ſea, found 
Emma, too much abſorbed in her 
own reflections to be ſenſible of his 
approach. He had opportunity to 
contemplate her, and tell himſelf he 
had never ſeen ſo much beauty be- 
fore, Nòt ſuppoſing ſhe could come 


from the caſtle, he endeavoured to 


recollect if there were any houſes 
near; but could remember none at 


leſs than four miles diſtance. Her 
dreſs was plain ſimplicity. Her at- 
titude—her looks, beſpoke calamity ; ; 
and the wet handkerchief ſhe held i in 


her hand, was a ſtill ſurer proof. 


Emma, recovering herſelf, ftarted 


at the ſight of a ſtranger; for ſhe 


knew not Mr. Nugent, and was ter- 
rified 


( mm 7 
rified at her ſituation. She aroſe, and 


turned towards the caſtle in great 
trepidation.— Nugent followed her. 


« Will you pardon, Madam, my 
« accidental intruſion ; and permit me 
« to enquire how far you may be 
« from your own abode?” 


| 5 
« Sir, I am at home, and there- 
* fore requeſt you will leave me.” 


41 muſt refuſe that requeſt ;— 
* wherever you are going I will guard 


7 y ou. Chance occaſioned our meet 


« ing, and it is poſſible the ſame cauſe 
« may produce the ſame effect with 
„ others; and beauty, like yours, Ma- 
dam, ſhould OY be unprotected.” 


Sir, I am ſafe. I am now with- 
10 in gg of the caſtle.” ee De DAD 
g2. 3 « The 
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„% The caſtle !—Gond heavens, do 
e live at the caſtle? 


« Yes, Sir, I am under the protec- 
* f Lady Derwent.” 


gras Why then we are both going 
“home, for I am Lady Derwent's 
* brother.” 

cc "hen, Sir, it is very improper 
« you ſhould be my companion.— I 
ce thank you for your caution, and 
„ will profit by it.” ü 
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« To ſhew you how much I wiſh to 
gain your good opinion, I obey you.” 
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Nugent bowed, and turned into 
another path, which led to the front 
of the caſtle; while Emma — 
ee the * 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER It. 


UGENT retired to his apart- 

ment, and {ſummoning his va- 
let, enquired what kind of a perſon. 
Lady Derwent's woman was ?—Ro- 
binſon told him ſhe was very young 
and handſome, but it was thought 
ſhe was melancholy, for ſhe never 
joined them, but was always weep- 
ing, and alone: that one day when 
the family were from home, they had 
liſtened, and heard her play remark- 
ably well on Lady Derwent ws... 
{ichord. 


«Nugent was certain it was the ſame 
he had ſeen. He thought of her 


beauty—her diſtreſs—the elegance of 


her manners; and was convinced ſhe 
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Tz 
was entitled to ſomething more th an 
ſhe at preſent polleſſed. 


Nugent was involved in conjecture, 
yet could not form one that pleaſed 
him. He thought his ſiſter might, 
perhaps, give ſome light to the myſ- 
tery, and joined the ſupper party, 
though he had juſt before declined 


their invitation. 


« Heyday, Nugent !“ cried Lord 
Derwent, why I thought you was 


66 going to bed with an head- ac 


1 thought ſo 195 my Lord, * 
&« I have changed my m_.”  ..: 


« But you do look pale, Harry,” 
. her ladyſhip. 


* No wonder,” replied Lord Der- 
| went, 


( 93 ) 
5 went, cc he wanders about amon g the 
60 woods and waters till he is fit for 


“nothing but to make love to the 
« dairy maid, and miſtake her for a 


« goddeſs,” 


- Nugent knew not howto make the 
enquiry, yet was too anxious to let 
the matter reſt, 


« Pray, Lady Derwent,” faid he, 


% have you not a female attendant 


that is very handſome ?” 


« I told you ſo,” cried Lord Der- 
went, and I'll ſwear” — 


« A truce with your raillery, my 
« Lord, if you pleaſe, and permit me 
e to tell-my ſtory my own way. I 


have ſeen a very beautiful girl * 
« the 
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(94 ) 
ec the caſtle, and wiſhed to know it 
* ſhe belonged to my ſiſter.” 


* Lord, I don't know any thing 
“about it,” ſaid Lady Derwent — 
« I believe Hudſon is well enough. I 

am ſure ſhe is monſtrous awkward, 

e and never ſpeaks a ſyllable.—I ſup- 

« pole ſhe is in love with ſome of the 

« ſervants, but I ſhall part with her 

l as ſoon as I get to town; for I hate 

*« to have ſuch fighing things about 
66 me. = 


© -- Nugent, hurt at his ſiſter's inſen- 
ſibility, aſked no more queſtions ; but 
pleading areturn of his ndiſpoſition, 
withdrew. 


4 
1 br 


Curioſity was not all Emma had 
excited in the breaſt of Nugent,—- 
Her beauty had charmed, as much as 
her 


* 


{ 95 ) 

her grief had intereſted his: and 
Nugent, from the hour of facing 
Emma, had. changed the happy calm 
of indifference for the tumultuous 
inquietude of love. | 


, 


venture, than to regret the preven- 
tion of her viſits to the ſea ſide. The 
character and behaviour of Nugent 


forbad any apprehenſions of him; 


but ſome other of Lord Derwent's 
viſitors ye not be ſo rel] * 


Nugent went to the ſoa bank in 
hopes of ſeeing Emma, but many 


days paſſed ere he found what new 
courſe ſhe had taken. Again they 


met. Emma was confuſed. —Nugent 


trembled, and had ſcarce power to 


addreſs her. Emma returned imme- 
diately to the caſtle ; and a converſa- 
91 | | tion 


Emma thought no more of her ad- 
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060% 
tion of ten minutes, during their 
walk, was all he could obtain. It 
was too much for Nugent.— The ſim- 
plicity of Emma confirmed him her s. 
He loved her too well not to reſpect 
her. The myſtery of her ſituation 
gave him no unfavourable opinion of 


| her ; and Nugent would have died 


to have ſupported the aſſertion that 
ſhe was good, as ſhe was lovely. 


This ſecond interview confined Em- 
ma to her apartment. Nugent wan- 
dered about the caſtle, and its en- 


virons inceſſantly ; but chagrined at 
his diſappointment, he ſhut himſelf 
up | from company, to brood over the 
image ſo * 8 on his 
t. 


Emma found a letter on her table 


ſhe knew not the hand, yet ventured 


0 


4 


( 97 ) 
to open it—and, ſeeing the name of 
Nugent at the bottom, ſhe allo ven- 
tured to read it. 


« I ſaw you unhappy, and that 
claimed my attention.— I now am 
« unhappy, and have the right of de- 
« manding yours, —My heart tells 
« me you will pity me ;—but it pro- 
«© miſes no more. Will you, Ma- 
« dam, permit me to be your friend. 
« —] preſume not to aſk your con- 


« fidence, till you ſhall know that I 


« deſerve it.— Vet, if in any way 1 
can have the power of aſliſting you, 
« I beſeech you permit me to prove 
«* how ſincerely I wiſh to alleviate 
** your diſtreſs. | 

« HENRY NUGENT.” 


Emma immediately ſat down, and 
wrote 


5 « Emma 
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«© Emma Hudſon knows, and ho- 
« nours Mr. Nugent as the friend of 
« virtue; but her misfortunes are 
« ſuch as muſt be concealed, and can 


WW « admit of no relief.“ 


Le, 
GH 
r 


CHAPTER 


(99) 


CHAPTER XII. 


\ TUGENT could not reſt till he 
had acquainted her with his 
whole heart. Pride had not inter- 
fered with his inclination, for he was 
firmly perſuaded Emma was not an 
inferior. 


« Your misfortunes, lovely Emma, 
« are now mine. My heart has an 
« 1ntereſt in every thing that concerns 
« you. Nugent implores your com- 
e paſſion — your permiſſion to love 
« you.—Yet, ſhould you refuſe, he 


«© muſt love you ſtill.-Reject not, 


* Emma, the heart that adores, 
„though deſpairing to gain you.— 
But you already love.—The tears I 
„have ſeen you ſhed, have lamented 
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„ feels at this moment. 


( "vid ) 


e an abſent—perhaps unkind lover. 
If ſo—you can tell what Nugent 
My hand 
* —my fortune are at your diſpoſal. 
« —Oh! Emma, accept them, and 


« owe happineſs to the now 


cc MISERABLE NUuGENT.“ 


Emma wept over this declaration. 
she ſaw the contraſt between the 
generous Nugent, and the cruel W1ll- 
mot—yet ſhe found ſhe was to love 
that Willmot for ever.—It was ne- 


ceſſary to end the hopes of Nugent, 


and ſhe returned his letter with her 
anſwer. 


ln, 
« You aſk the compaſſion of Em- 
« ma, and it is yo.irs.—But ſhe has 
« no more to give.—Her heart has 


long ſince been another's —Emma 
« will 


( 16k } 


„will remember you with gratitude 
« —ſhe will pray for your happineſs 
« —but declines a correſpondence 
« that will cauſe a mutual diſtreſs. 


© EMMA HuDsoN. 


| Nugent received the confirmation 
of his fears with feelings that are only 
to be felt. He juſt wrote two lines, 
and returned by the meſſenger. 


« Nugent ſubmits to Emma's e 
mand — and, though he dies, will 
« be ſilent.“ | 


Nugent kept himſelf wholly from 
the ſight of Emma; and as ſhe no 
longer frequented the retreat where 
he had firſt ſeen her, it became his. 
There would he retrace in the tablet 
of his memory her attitude—her look 
— her manner.— It was to Nugent a 

F 3 pleaſure. 
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pleaſure Ales! | it was a melancho- 
ly one 


When the gay hours of careleſs j Joy 


had ſmiled on Nugent, he often in- 


dulged a poetical fancy in light ſon- 
nets.— His muſe did not now forſake 
him ; but was cloathed in the dark 


colour of his mind, which for ſome 


time was little ſhort of madneſs and 


deſpair, 


J. 


FAR hence begone, deluding Hope 

Come to my arms deep, hollow-ey'd Deſpair ! 
To ſome dark defart will I fly ;— 

Will fly with thee, and heart-conſuming Care! 


"hs 


There, when tremendons whirlwinds riſe ; 
And the big clouds their guſhing torrents pour; 
I'll lay me down upon the earth, 

„Tin the wild raging ſtorm mall ceaſe to roar. 


III. Then, 


mas } 


III. 


5 * . a 6 
Then, when the low'ring gloom is paſt; 
And the light clouds before the wind ſhall fly ; 
And, while the gayly ſmiling ſun | 
Shall paint with vivid bloom the beauteous ſky ; 
IV. 
Pl then betake me to that cave, 
Where yellow Melancholy pining lies; 
Her boſom heav'd with ſwelling grief! 
And drown'd in everlaſting tears her eyes! 
V. 
There, ye companions of my ling'ring life, 0 
We'll ſigh the ſlowly-creeping hours away! 3 
Shut from the gayly riſing morn ! | 
Shut from the gilded beauties of the day ! 4 
4 
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CHAPTER NN. 


a hoped Nugent would for- 
get her; but when ſhe viewed 
her own heart, ſhe wondered how 
love ever could be ſurmounted. Yet 
Willmot had ſeemed to love as Nugent 
now did, and he had forgotten and 
deſpiſed Emma - perhaps * 
would do the ſame. 


Moſt of the company had now 
quitted the caſtle; and Lord and La- 
dy Derwent propoſed to croſs the 
country on a viſit to Lord Derwent's 
mother. 


The mother of Lord Derwent was 
very old, infirm, and ſaw few vilitors. 
Emma was delighted with the change, 
_ could walk without dreading 
inter- 


C 16s ] 


interru ption—for Nu gent gave her 
none. 


The houſe of Lady Derwent was 
in a retired ſituation—the back of it 
ſheltered by a wood. Here Emma 
paſſed her hours, and almoſt every 
day met a lady in deep mourning.— 
Care had ſtamped its indelible mark 
on her countenance ; and her waſted 
form ſeemed to promiſe a ſpeedy end 
to her misfortunes. They were at- 
tracted to the ſame retired walk, and 
mutually engaged each other's atten- 
. tion.—Their looks only declared their 
wiſhes ; for neither had courage to. 
begin the acquaintance. 


Emma had now a freſh mortifica- 
tion to endure.—Lord Derwent, de- 
voured with ſpleen, and weary of his 
lady, Was for ever infulting her with 
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16 
his addreſſes. —Letters, containing of- 
ters of ſettlement, were laid in her 
apartment, with every other temp- 


tation that his lordſhip thought was 
likely to gain her to his purpoſe. 


To complain to Lady Derwent was 


a cruelty; and Emma ſaw no other 
means to be freed from the ſolicita- 


tions of his lordſhip, than to quit the 


family. 


Emma wandered to the woods, and 


there met the ſorrowing ſtranger; 


who, ſeeing the tears of Emma, could 
not forbear enquiring into the cauſe. 
Emma frankly declared her preſent 


uneaſineſs. The lady doubted not 


the truth, and offered Emma her pro- 
tection. They parted in confidence, 
and Emma returned to prepare for 
2 * _ 


( 107 ). 
her new reſidence with Mrs. Mait- 
land. | 


Emma went to Lady Derwent's | 
dreſſing-room; and would have re- 
treated on ſeeing his lordſhip there 
alone, but he prevented her by 2 
ing her in his arms. 


« My lord,” ſaid Emma, < I inſiſt 
on your letting me go. I came in 
6 ſearch of my lady.” 


« And you have found your lord.— 
„Happy miſtake !” 


« For the ſake of Lady Derwent 1 
« would not wiſh to expoſe you, Sir— 
ce but if you do not inſtantly permit 
© me to leave the room, I will alarm 
« the family. 
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Emma was ſtruggling to free her- 
ſelf from his embrace—when Lady 
Derwent and Mr. Nugent appeared. 


: Confuſion „ the counte- 
nance of Lord Derwent, and rage 
her ladyſhip's. She flung herſelf into 
a chair. Mr. Nugent begged her to 
be compoled.— Yes, indeed, re- 
plied Lady Derwent, I am very 
« compoſed— this is my lord's beau- 
« ty, I ſee, as well as your” s, * 


„ Phoo! Phoo! Lady „ 8 
faid his lordſhip, < you are quite 


_ « wrong ; Hudſon came in, and I was 


Lou need not explain the mat- 


« ter. I perfectly underſtand it — | 
« No doubt ſhe knew your lordſhip 


Was alone, 2 kindly came to bear 
T _ 9 


. 
you company. How dare you ſtand 


« there, Madam Leave the houſe, 


j mmediately; and when you want 
« a character, you may apply to his 
« Jordſhip.” 


« My rd, 2 ſaid Emma, © can you 
« ſuffer me to be thus accuſed, and 
not convince your lady of her miſ- 
« take ?” 


6 ws ſiſter,” ſaid Nugent, ett 


c will ſtake my life on her inno- 


© cence.” 


wu 


- 1 am very much obliged to you, 
« but I ſhall certainly judge for my- 
« ſelf; and, as it would be far too 
« oreat an honour for me to have the 
« miſtreſs of Lord Derwent and Mr. 


« Nugent for my attendant, I inſiſt 


cc on her being gone this inſtant.” 


Vo 


C wo } 
vou ſee, my lord,” ſaid Emma, 
et the ſad conſequence of vicious in- 
ec clnations.—You have robbed the 
© needy of a friend, and attached in- 
« famy to the guiltleſs.— Vet, Lady 
« Derwent, beware how you judge ſo 
« raſhly.— Mr. Nugent, this is not 
« my firſt obligation to you, and ne- 
© ver will I =—— 


Emma could not ſay what ſhe in- 
tended: but, burſting into tears, hur- 
ried out of the room. 


5 W thought it wiſeſt to leave 
Lord and Lady Derwent to their own 
explanations; and ſent his ſervant to 
requeſt Emma would favour him with 
à few minutes converſation. 


Emma deſcended to the breakfaſt 
pariour. 


A You 


\ 1 1 
Fou muſt not leave us,” ſaid 
Nugent.—* Lady Derwent will re- 
** pent her harſh conſtruction. By 
« this time his lordſhip muſt have 
convinced her that he only is to 
* blame.” 


ce Before this unfortunate circum- 
« ſtance happened, Sir, I had deter- 
« mined to quit the houfe. I had no 
« other means to be freed from the 
ce inſults of Lord Derwent.” 


« But where will you LO, lovely 


Emma? You have no acquaintance ; 
te and you will not ſuffer Nugent to 
ec prove himſelf your friend.” 


Emma told him of the lady; and 
Nugent was delighted that Emma 


had found out ſuch ap aſylum. 


« But: 


c 7 4 
inn. 
in 


0 112 ) 
« But then I ſhall never ſee you 
« more,” ſaid he, © yet may I not 


e enquire after your wellfare, and 
« ſometimes viſit you?“ 


« To comply with your requeſt | 
« would give me pleaſure—but that 
« it might ſerve to confirm Lady 
«« Derwent's ſuſpicions, and perhaps 


« injure me with the friend I have 


« ſo lately gained. It is neceſſary 
« too, Mr. Nugent, that you ſhould 
« forget me, and form a happier 


| 0 8 


* C ths heart of 
« Nugent forget the charms of 
« Emma. But I will not diſtreſs 


* you. 


They parted ; and Emma wrote a 
1 card 


N 
card to Mrs. Maitland, who anſwered 
it, by requeſting ſhe would not delay 
a moment, 1 


CHAPTER 


( es 


CHAPTER XIV. 


ma as a friend. Sympathy 
had united their hearts in the bond 
of amity; and a few hours was ſuffi- 
cient to give them a juſt idea of each 
other. 


As a point on which their recon- 
ciliation depended, Lady Derwent 
inſiſted on quitting Wiltſnhire.— Lord 
Derwent was very unwilling to give 
up Emma ; but as he could not re- 
fuſe, without coming to an abſolute 
breach with his lady, he ſubmitted ; 
determining to return alone in a ſhort 
time. . 


The ſoul of Nugent hovered round 
the dwelling of Emma. — Though he 


* 


could not ſee her, it was a pleaſure to 


* 7 


IRS. MAITLAND received Em- 


| E 
be near her; and to increaſe the diſ- 
tance between them, was like robbing 


him of a part of his exiſtence. Hap- 


pily, the Dowager Lady Derwent in- 
vited him to paſs the remainder of 
the ſummer with her and Lord and 
Lady Derwent returned to the caſtle 
alone. 
Emma would often forget her own 

diſtreſs in attempting to ſoothe that 
of Mrs. Maitland. She dared not 
aſk, yet wiſhed to know, what could 
have ſecluded her from the world 
gifted with affluence, and in the pride 
of youth and beauty. From the title 
of Mrs. Emma ſuppoſed ſhe muſt 
be a widow; yet Mrs. Maitland ne- 
ver named an huſband. 


Mrs. Maitland ſaw in Emma that 
friend ſhe had long wiſhed for—to 
whom 
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whom ſhe could unfold her heart 


without reſerve, and find relief in 
communicating her ſorrows. 


Emma, ſaid Mrs. Maitland, “ you 
«are too accompliſhed ever to have 
* been intended for a life of ſervi- 
e tude,” 


„Ah! Madam,” replied Emma, 
« you have a right to my confidence; 
« and from this moment I will hide 


wo 


nothing from you! 


„ You ſhall firſt have mine, dear 
e Emma, but I muſt retire. The re- 


collection of my paſt life is too 


much for my weakneſs to ſupport.” 


Mrs. Maitland remained in her 
chamber all day ; and in the evening 
the ſervant brou ught Emma a pacquet. 


« [ have 


cc 


( 1t7 )) 
J have not fortitude enough, dear 
«© Emma, to enter into a verbal detail 
« of my hiſtory.—Here you will read 
« my misfortunes, and drop a tear of 
« commiſeration for the ſufferer — 


« At the age of ſixteen, I was left 
« the ward of a young man of faſhion, 


* who had himſelf been brought up 


under the guardianſhip of my fa- 


« ther.— It had been the with of my 
father to ſee me, at a proper age, 
« united to Mr. Gunning. — He had 
« the higheſt opinion of his probity 
* and goodneſs—and knew of none 
«© to whom he could with ſuch confi- 
« dence truſt the care of an only 
child, as to him who had engaged 


« to be her protector through life. 


My father had uſually reſided in 
« the country. London did not agree 
| « with 
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( 118 ) 
ve with his health, and for that reaſon 
« he ſeldom viſited it.—He had placed 
« me at the beſt boarding ſchool in 
« the county; and there Gunning 

permitted me toremain—frequent- 
« ly viſiting me, and always as the 
« woman that was to be his wife,— 
J had no relations —I looked on 


* him as my only friend. —I loved 
« him. — His perſon— his ſpecious 


manners — the tenderneſs he ſhewed 
* to me were all calculated to allure 
« a heart unſuſpicious as mine.— 


« When he had ſettled the affairs 


„of his executorſhip, he went to 


London. Every poſt brought me 
ce letters, which I delighted to read as 
« they contained the warmeſt profeſ- 
« ſions of inviolable conſtancy and 
love. He regretted the neceſſity 


« which e him to be abſent 


«© and 


( 39 } 


& and frequently obſerved, how mach 
« jt was wiſhed by his friends that he 
«© had brought me to town. — His 
« aunt, in particular, was eager to 
«© know me. 


« At length he returned—and in 

& our firſt interview, told me how 
« earneſtly His aunt had urged him 
to place me under her protection; 
and (if I had no objection) it would 
« give him great pleaſure to have me 
ſo advantageouſly introduced to the 
« world. —I loved my governeſs — 
« and would gladly have remained 
with her; yet I had often heard my 
« father ſpeak highly of the aunt of 
« Gunning. —I did not doubt her 
« kindneſs —Gunning too wiſhed me 
« to go. l ſhould then ſee him every 
« ay. - In ſhort, I ſoon reaſoned 
2 1 into compliance; and three 
days 


2 


— 
2 q i. Ly St 2 b 

— — Ju on T4 vodg 4 © +>. —— 

8 W 

3 FFC 
* : < "= W 

8 1 A r 
WENT, ron — 8 
os IC FL IO EIT AS 

* — . 8 5 

—— 


— - 
r * 
9 n= mr 
— = N ee 


N WA 
=» 332325 
ai 4) ae — 
4 n 1 


15 * 
„ . 
Sa 
"Fes 
4 4 
- $M... Ft 
4 
122 
12 1 
f * 
N 
PP! 1 
ee 
. 1 
1 2 
„ 
Tir 
1 
＋ * 
— 14 
3% $i 
* il * 
! to 4 
1 
We; Sh 
ol 3 
17 1 8 
8. 
\ . 1 
„ at 4, 
1 hn 24 
© 38 
$243 
1 - 
x2 Ht 
4 2 
1 
99 5 5 
Mil 
. 38 
1 Hort 
? , — 
A 
"1 MN 
1 
: Phat 
: he he, os 
4 
1 
A 
19 
n 
e 
+. N 8 
i 
517 1 
1 F. $h j 1-4; 
Wh 
+47 * 
1 5 
199 
Nat 
8 4 
iy Ny 17 
ih 
2 
N 
1 
5 1 5 
* 
41 vt 
Ta; 
HH. EH 
i 71 * 
. 107 
it 11 I 
E N 
A 
Nene 
Nene 
1 
1 
. Wy 
$4 BU? 
18 Wb ha 
8 0 
Ar 3; 
Pan 
1 
rr 
1. 
Nn 
* . 
Phe WRT 
% SH 
14 
. j 
|; war 
7 IF 
* Shs 
Mens $1 
AR 
1 ” 1 
een 
e. 
N 1 
Oh 5 
173 71 
7 We 4 
& B08; 
Fd fit i 
SHE : 
(Eh 
Font 
% Wh 
X ie 
De 
NR 
\.44., of 
OT +11 
Wan 
4:4 : 
wo * 4 
TEM 27 
Nr 
934 7 1 
1175 
E 
n 1 
ay AR 
+ 857 4 ; 
1 | IT 
2 . 
es 
ors 
15807 WW: 
: of * 
nt $61 hv 
hg by! 
+} 7 0 
14 (38.8 
1 Kay nh 
Mu Reg 
rr 
* 11 15 ity 4 
t I £4.53 
1 54 AY: ' 
FA 
Wt M4 
5 
Wo 
155 
Gr! 
- 


. — 

30 4 0425. — 

F 

9 
* 


* 


293 a. es 


r 


(. nab } 


& days after was appointed for my 


« entrance on a new ſphere of life, — 


« T bad adieu to the inſtructreſs, 
« and companions of my childhood 
« with pain ;—and had not Gunning 
« been preſent, ſhould have wanted 
« reſolution to leave them. 


f During the journey, Gunning 
ce behaved with a reſpectful fondneſs, 
« that obliterated my uneaſineſs, and 


* I thought only of being happy. 


« In two days we arrived at our 
« deſtination, and I was preſented to 
« Mrs. Gunning ; who laviſhed on me 


« a profuſion of compliments and 
* careſles. She had company with 


“her conſiſting of ſeveral ladies. I 
© was introduced to them all. — 


8 Shocked to find _— among ſo 


„many 


( 121: ) 


many ſtrangers, my heart recoiled 


« within me, and I ſobbed on the 


« ſhoulder of Gunning.— Great pains 
« were taken to conſole me; and 1 
„ apologized for my behaviour with 
« as much courage as I could. 


« The ladies retired early, and as I 
„could not be prevailed on to ſup, I 
« was conducted to my apartment.— 


„The claſhing of doors—with ſome- 


times a confuſed murmur of voices, 
„kept me waking till near morning; 
and I roſe very little refreſhed, 


« Gunning and myſelf breakfaſted, 
and paſſed the morning alone.— 
« Mrs. Gunning did not appear till 
* dinner, and excuſed her abſence by 
the plea of indiſpoſition —In the 
* afternoon it was propoſed to take 
me out.— The carriage: Hops 
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(' 122 ), 
« ſtreets—and multitudes of people 
«© —aſtoniſhed and amazed me; —and 
6 returned to Mrs. e 8 8 fa- 
« Auen N 75 1 92 8 


« The ſpirits of I were 
« elevated to an uncommon degree ; 4X 
« —and-I was happy to ſee him ſo 
ce much ſo.— My uſual drink had 
„ been water; — but Gunning in- 
« ſiſted it was neceſſary, after my fa- 
7 tigues-it. ſhould be mixed with 
« wine. — As. Mrs. Gunning Joined 
ein his opinion, T ſubmitted. — The 
« more I drank—the more my thirſt 
« encreaſed - Drowſineſs ſeized me. 
Happy had it been for me, I had 
« ſlept for ever Morning brought 
me to the knowledge of my miſery, 
„ for I awoke in the arms of Gun- 


&« ning. 


« | ſent 


{ 123 ) 
« I ſent forth the moſt piercing 
c cries of diſtraction and deſpair— 
c the apartment was ſoon filled by 
« thoſe unhappy creatures I had ſeen 


« the firſt evening ; — but - how dif- 


4 ferent in their appearance! — Some 
« were half naked — others covered 


« with filthy rags—and moſt of them 


„ not recovered from a ſtate of intox- 
« jication. The fight of ſo much 
„ yyretchedneſs —— the oaths and 


threats of the pretended Mrs. Gun- 


ning - added the finiſhing ſtroke to 


4 the villainy of nn Lloſt | 


my lenſes.” 
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c HAPT ER XV. 


0 MF EMORY furniſhes me with 


60 


41 no occurrence till the return 
« of my reaſon.— I then remembered 


what had paſt as a dream. — I was 


«in a different houſe an elderly 
te reverend looking man was ſitting 
6 beſide me, and ſeeing how earneſtly 


I regarded him, addreſſed ſome 


„ queſtions to me; and finding I re- 
& turned rational anſwers, he thanked 
„God ſor my recovery.” 


« Fagerly as I wiſhed to know my 
©: ſituation, the good man would not 
« ſuffer me to talk for ſome time.— 
Jill ſeeing I diſcovered no further 
« marks of inſanity, he ventured to- 
© inform mel had been found about 

| IT: 5 cc ſix 


( 125 ) | 

ce ſix weeks before very early one 
morning in an out houſe. — That 
« from many of my exclamations, he 
« was led to think I had been ill- 
treated; and now requeſted to know 
„ by what chance I had been reduced 

« to the afflicted ſtate of a lunatic.” 


« ] related my ſtory ; — but could 


form no poſſible e 'of — 
* eſcape.” | 


« When I was perfectly recovered, 


« Mr. Richards wrote to Gunning, 
« ſaying J was ſafe with thoſe that 


« would protect me; and inſiſted on 
« his delivering up his truſt. Gun- 
ning complied—ſending an exact 
« inventory of all my father's effects, 
and a letter imploring my forgive- 
*neſs.— The letter was returned un- 
anſwered.“ 
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« Mr. Richards's houſe. was four 
« miles from London; — and every 
« noife made me tremble. I durſt 
« not go out, as I had reaſon to believe 
« the emiflaries of Gunning were con- 
« tinually waiting to trepan me into 
„his power.—Several attempts were 
made — and Mr. Richards agreed it 
« was neceflary I ſhould find ſome 
place of more ſafety. — He em- 
« ployed a friend, who took this houſe 
« for me. I changed my name, and 
managed my departure fo ſecretly, 
« that not even the ſervants were ac- 
« quainted with it. About a year 
_ « ſince the worthy Mr. Richards died, 
« and added to an already competent 
fortune, a eee _— | 


c 


Ha folitnde I have paſſed my time 
ec free from any interruption ;—I have 
< * conquered my reſentment, and can 


# % 


1 Co. _ © pray 


( 197 ) 
_ « pray for the forgiveneſs of the cruel 
© Gunning. _ 


« I find myſelf approach rapidly to 
« the end of all my ſorrows.— l have 


* a friend in you, Emma, that will 


e aſſiſt me to prepare for the awful 
„change. 


% Yet, Emma, you muſt bear with 
my weakneſs; — you will ſometimes 
« find that my impaired reaſon pre- 


« ſents objects through a falſe medium. 


« —T cannot always commend myſelf; 


« and too often forget my bleſſings, 


« and think only of my misfortunes. 

«© —But you will be my monitor and 
„guide; and with the voice of pity 
« recall my wandering fancy. 


« To-morrow I ſhall expect the ful- 
filment of your promiſe. 
i MATILDA Mervix.“ 
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("298 ©} 
Emma recollected her own adven- 


ture with Stanmore, and ſhuddered to 
think there could be worſe men than 


him. 
" CHAPTER 


CHAPTER XVI. 


HEN Mrs. Maitland heard 

the ſtory of Emma, ſhe de- 
5 if poſſible, to re- inſtate her 
in the opinion of her friends. — She 
thought of it continually; but named 
it not to Emma, leſt ſhe ſhould raiſe a 
hope that would end in diſappoint- 
ment. — Mr. Thornhill was the only 


one ſhe could make application to. 


A perſonal one would be neceſlary ; _ 
and to ſerve Emma, ſhe would again 
enter that place that had been the 


— 


- ſoene of her deſtruction. Ho 


Emma received Mrs. Maitland's . 

determination with aſtoniſhment and © 
regret. She wiſhed to know why 
Mrs. Maitland ſhould [wiſh to quit 
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her retirement but as Matilda had 


not named her EN Emma did not 
| ns 2a it. | 


—__ a 


They arrived in London, and Em- 
ma immediately viſited Mrs. Hudſon, 
whoſe — and kindneſs ſhe found | 


CO much alive as ever. 


. Mrs | Maitland dad ad till hs 
had in part recovered the fatigue of 
her journey, ere ſhe 12 70. 2701 ts 
_ . 0 

Mr. Thornh in had never e 
his chamber ſince Emma had been loſt 
to him. 


* 


Mrs. Maitland declined ſending up 


| 3 name, and requeſted to ſee Mr. 


Thornhilt in behalf of the unfortu- 
nate. Mr. Thornhill was too ill to re- 


Sod \ \ ceive 


— pens 


(mJ 
ceive a ſtranger ; and Mrs. Maitland 


was reduced to the neceſſity of ac- 


quainting him, by the ſervant, that it 
was for Emma ſhe came.—The poſi- 


tive Mr. Thornhill would not be con- 


vinced of his error ; and Mrs. Mait- 
land quitted the houſe diſtreſſed at 
her ill ſucceſs. 


- Favmak faw the countenance: of her 
friend clouded with a freſh anxiety. 
She preſſed to know the cauſe; and 
Mrs. Maitland could not with-hold 
from her the fruitleſs TY ſhe 
had made. 


Tang wept over the ſeverity of 


her uncle, and the kindneſs of her 


friend, at the ſame moment. 


Emma prevailed on Mrs. Maitland 


to take medical advice. Till ihe knew 
G 6 Emma, 
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( 282 ) 
Emma, Mrs. Maitland had never 
wiſhed to live; but now ſhe dreaded 


leſt Emma, left alone in the world, 


ſhould fall a prey to cruelty ſuch as 
{he had ſuſtained.- Vet her weakneſs 
gave no promiſe of life; and Emma 
had the anguiſh hourly to obſerve the 
rapid decay of her —_— 


The reſpectful Nugent had fol- 
lowed them to London. He thought 
if he could once more converſe with 


Emma, he ſhould be happier.— He 


dared not aſk herſelf, but * to 
| Mrs. Maitland. 


* MADAM, 


« A ſtranger addreſſes you, with 
« the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of gaining 
4. your pity. Emma will tell you he 
« is not quite unworthy.—She will 


60 tell 


| 


( 133) 
ce tell you ſhe never flattered the 
hopes of Nugent - but, alas! Ma- 
« dam, it is a love 


*« So ſtrong — ſo ſure; | 
« As neither time can change nor art can cure. 


* Once more to ſee Emma —to hear 
* her again ſay ſhe pities Nugent—is 
« all he wiſhes. He will not aſk her 
« Jove—Emma ſaid it was beſtowed 
« —and too ſure the heart of Emma 
«© cannot know change.——-Do, Madam, 
« intercede, that Nugent may have 
one happy hour to ſooth his _ of 


« miſery. 
« Hengy Nuckxr. 4 


Fain would Mrs. M aitland have 
changed Emma's love of Villmes 2 
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Emma was as firm to Willmot, as "4 
Nugent's was to her. Vet ſhe, ad- 
v.ſed Emma to receive themnforty- | 
nate young 2 man. 
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( 14) 
- Nugent came. — He would have 
len Emma and Mrs. Maitland; 
but his heart was too full for utter- 


ance. It would have been cruelty in 
Emma not to addreſs him _ 


N 1 was . as the 
| time of departure drew near, all his 
inquietude returned.— Mrs. Maitland 

pitied —_ and en him to a ſecond 
nie. 


10 Sauna never e her land, 
but to pay a grateful attention to 


(ew: Hudſon. 


. 0 5 Alighting from the carriage one 
WEE. eee ſhe was ſeen by Stanmore; 

| 22” who was paſſing in his. He ſtopped 
s 1 deſired to be admitted to the 
= ” - lady who had juſtentered. The ſer- 
ant was a new one, and introduced 
2 EI , e him : 


("195 ) 


kim to the parlour, where Emma was 
giving an account of her- morning to 
Mrs. Maitland. 


wo ſhricked at theſight of Stan- 
more ; but her attention was inſtantly 
called to her friend who had drop- 
ped lifeleſs on the floor. — Stanmore 


haſtened to her aſſiſtance; but fixing | 


his eyes on her face he groaned— 
 fottered—and a chair Prevented hi his 
fallin 8 


Mrs. Maitland recovered, and Stan- 
mis: ſunk at her feet.—She waved 
her hand to forbid his approach. 


He ſeized, and attempted to carry it 


to his li ps Mrs Maitland cage 

ſtarted to mern him. i 
be «Cruel Sw was it not enough 
u "to fob life of all its condforts; but you 
: | cc muſt 
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( 1 36 ) 
«© muſt come to diſturb the dying , 
moments of Matilda? 


cc Vile Stanmore,” ſaid Emma. 


„ : . A Mrs. Mait- 
| kad, « 1s this Stanmore i Peek 


« 1 am, * rae $ „ But oh! 
c Matilda, never will I riſe from the 
« ground till. you have mn 
* 8580 mand 8 


Long ſince have I forgiven you; 
7 « but now, Gunning, will you make 
« your. peace with Heaven? In ac- 
« compliſhing my deſtruction, had 
you not heaped a ſufficient load of 
e guilt upon your head, but you 
« muſt add to it by endeavouring to 
« plunge. that lovely innocent in the 
: ſame. depth. of miſery into which 
* e 


- 
# 
- ® 4 —— 


you had already precipitated the 
child of him who had been to n 
** a parent?“ | 


40 acknowledge al yp crimes, 
and will repair themed?” 


- & To talk 4 roman din is no proof 


« of repentance, Gunning Can you 


c reſtore me to thoſe hours, when 
« miſled by your delufive tenderneſs, 
I was proud of loving you?—Call 
* to mind Matilda robbed of inno- 
« cence!—deprived of reaſon-!—wan= 


« dering a prey to cold — to; hun- 


ger! No ſheltering roof to protect 
« her from inclement ſkies !——And; 
e but for the humane aſſiſtance of a 
* ſtranger, periſhing under accumu- 
« lated ills . Are theſe wrot gs re 


« parable, Guoning : p-. r 
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(WW) 
Stanmore anſwered not; and Mrs. 
Maitland again clloing herſelf, 


continued. 


Even then your barbarity did not 
* ceaſe. You no ſooner found I had 
« gained a home, than you drove me 
* from it. My reaſon ſcarce fet- 
te tled—finking under the incurable 
„ difeaſe of a broken heart — I had 
be nme retirement without a friend 
to cheer the gloom, or pour the 
1. + balr- of peace into the wounded 
£ bofom— There you left me for 
4. you had ſeen beauty and goodnefs 
© in Emma, and panted to deſtroy it. 
« Heaven preſerved her —and 
* the utmoſt your ſchemes could ef- 
 « fect, was to deprive her of all 
« earthly comfort —Happily we met 
x > peace has again bloſſomed 
IDIOTS e among 


( 139 } 


among the thorns you nnn 

4 the breaſt of Matilda.” ont 
Stanmore gave no — 

fave by fighs. — E . in 

filence. T3316 G F | 


] have one requeſt to make to 
% you—a dying one —and hard as 
« your heart has been, I think you 
6% will not refuſe it. Reſtore Emma 
& to her friends. By what arts you 
* have deceived Mr. Thornhill, we 
© know not.— Vet he refuſes to ac- 
knowledge Emma; —and though 
the inconſiancy of Willmot may 
© forbid her being happy, yet to 
« know ſhe has a parent,—a relation 
c ſenſible of her virtue, and labouring 
for her peace will remove the only 
de teel-m death aer 
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( 140 ) 
Stanmore ; my future life ſhall 
«© atone—.“ 


« To Heaven it may, but not to 
« me. — I have no farther claim up- 


* on you, Gunning, — A few ſhort 


« weeks will finiſh my mortality,— 
« and I ſhall riſe to innocence never 
00 to D ſullied. 2 


$188 1 n die. with you, Mari, 


* and —. 


1 « No, Gunning, — a crime may be 
the work of a moment — but where 


life is given, an age is not too long 


for repentance. — And now, Gun- 
« ning, I beſeech you to leave me. 
«* — have exerted my ſtrength be- 
&« 7 its power. — Farewell. — 
is 2 Serve 


72 
- 


« Serve Emma, —— I will pray for 


« and 


* 


- 


She fainted, and was carried to her 


chamber. 


- 
40 


CHAPTER 


( ws ) 
CHAPTER xVIL. 


8 TANMORE 2 not quit the 
houſe; the words of Matilda had 
rouſed his ſleeping conſcience; and 
deſpair had — on all his faculties. 


Matilda, recovering from the fit, 
took the hand of Emma; and looking 
round the room — “ I thought,” ſaid 
ſhe, « Gunning was here — I wiſh he 
«© had ſtaid,” : 


She was informed he was in the 
houſe, and deſired to ſee him. Stan- 
more knelt at the bed-ſide. 


Edward,“ ſaid ſhe, © I loved you 
4 once, and even in the bittereſt mo- 


« ments of remembrance I never ha- 
| cc. ted 


. 


2: mi 

ted you.— The dying prayers of 
Matilda are, that your offences 1 
6 1 pardoned. 4 TALE 


She lifted erte eyes and n and 
nn filent in the attitude of . 
votion lome time. 


„ Will you, Edward, reſtore Emme 
te to her 2 2 


« Reſt. aſſured I will Gs aid Stan- 


more. 


2 Then I have cid; Gunning 

« farewell. — Repent, and Heaven is 
« merciful.—Weep not, my Emma. 
« —You may yet know days of hap« 
« pineſs.—You have paſſed the ordeal 
« of affliction, and ſhine brighter by 
s misfortune—The memory of Ma- 
*« tilda wall ever be dear to you.— A 
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Cr — to its demand.” 


t 


* 1 years, and you will alſo find 


« your home.—How faſt the dream 
« of life vaniſhes.—T ſhall ſoon awa- 
« ken to eternal day. — All here is 
& peace; even now I have a foretaſte 


e of Heaven. — My ſoul is on the 
« wing. — This fluttering breath will 


« not retard It long. — Emma — 


« bleſſled—.” 


Death claimed his prey. Stanmore 
ſtarted. <© She is gone !“ cried he, 
« wretch that I am, what have I to do 
« with life! — There lies Matilda 
« And here behold her murderer !— 


” yet, ſhe prayed: for me. — I cannot 


pray, nor need I — my. conſcience 
46 calls for vengeance, and Heaven ac- 


3 


The e * his looks teirified 


= Emma, She had him conveyed to his 


5 « houſe; 


* — 
. < & 
* 4 2 6 


( 145 )) 
houſe; and gave orders that he * 
be carefully attended. 


Mrs. Hudſon Was the | kind compa- 
nion of Emma, in her new affliction. 


Matilda, before ſhe quitted Wiltſhire, 


had made a will—and Emma was now 
in poſleſſion of five hundred pounds 
per annum. 


Mrs. Dorvill * Emma ſe- 
cure from giving her any farther 
interruption, had not judged it ne- 
ceſſary to keep up her diſſimulation. 


Her extravagance and tyrannical 


diſpoſition, had made the life of Mr. 


Dorvill very unhappy. — Though he 


entertained the ſtrongeſt ſuſpigions of 
her infidelity — ſhe ſo completely 


ruled him, he dared neither reſent nor 
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(48) 
115 Stanmore did not forget the dying 
— of Matilda. He waited on 
Mr. Dorvill — His account, confirmed 
by many letters of Mrs. Dorvill, 
found credit; — and at the preſſing 


| .inſtances of Stanmore; he exerted ſuf- 
= dent reſolution to K with Mrs. 

| The 3 reproaches of Stanmore | 

| covered her with confuſion; and ſhe 

z left the houſe without 6 to re- 

. monſtrate. | | : 
* A 1 4 « 
| | Mr. Dorvill NS: his © own 

conduct as the cauſe of all Emma's 
. diſtreſſes, knew not how to face her. 1 
| He went to Mr. Thornhill's, and en- ” 

| 66 


tering his chamber — I am come, 

« Sir, ſaid he, to tell you we have 
been deceived wy Mrs. Dorvill— 
ER. Emma! is innocent.“ 


8 — . God 


im. — => — 
* 


. ere LEE NS 
* 
- - 


„ God forbid l * exclaimed, Mr. 


 *% #2 4 


Thornhill. J a Ind 131 


+; You. aſtoniſh me, Sir, - Jaid Mr. 
Doryilt 25 382 17711 n EF 3 ev my 53 


= Wo" Fdont: mean that; —but if Em- 
* ZZ? 
c ma is innocent, what do we de- 
& ſerve? — But tell me — tell me 


Fc all. _— — . 


« Stanmore, aſſiſted by my vile wife, 
* carried her ys and bribed the 
« ſervant to tell us” : 


« And I believed him! — What a 
« cruel wretch have 1 been! — Oh! 


« ] ſhall never but where 18 Emma! ? 
fs ſhe fate?” 


« She 1s,” ſaid Mr, Dorvill; 
« Stanmore is below, and will dis 


A 2 


H 2 dus 


— 
— 


— 
4 — 4 5 
* 4 — 1 


ww} 
us where to find her. I cannot ſee 
« her but in your preſence.” - 


« Here, Robert — go this inſtant 


« for Emma — and intreat of her — 
* no, III aſk her myſelf⸗ 3 — £0 im- 


« mediately.” 


CHAPTER 


* 


CHAPTER XVII 


T length Emma came. — Mr. 
A. Darvill retreated and Mr, 
Thornhill claſped her in his arms. — 


a x * 


” s £* - * 
* 
4 v4 


Emma approached her father 
« My father My uncle Happy, 
* happy Emma!” | ' 


« 1 have uſed you ill, my Emma,“ 
faid Mr. Dorvill. ; 


« Ah! Sir, you acknowledge your 


Emma, and the paſt is forgotten.” 


8 | - 
* * e 


„ 1 would fs now.” aid. Mr. 
Thornhill c for I am far too happy 
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Emma related the ſcenes ſhe had 
paſſed through. — Mr. Thornhill 


wept — laughed = abuſed* Stanmore 
and Mrs. Dorvill —and bleſſed the 
kind preſervers of Emmia ; —ſent i im- 
mediately for the Hudſons — ordered 
his family ints-mourning for Matilda 
—and Was E in . ſenſes. 
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7 WN and Al not alk, nc 
worſt of her fears nd receive con- 


 frmation.” TH 3 u n 
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Mr. Thornhill faddenty . 
him Robert was diſpatehed to ſeè if 
Winlmot was in tewn za Poor fel- 
40 low,” faid Mr. Thornhill, he is a 
ver worthy! of you. Noe one But 
4 himſelf can deſcribe his ſufferings, 
bs * __ he thought you unfaithful: 
— He _ London; ; Not able to bear 


EI 8 


: 4 - . 


4 


) 
0 the place where he had 1. every 
oy "rhing he prized.” x 970 | 


Robert votunned with intelligence 
that Mr. Willmot would be-1 in tox n 
that 3 00 
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Emma remembered her ſorrows no 
longer —Reconciled to her friends 
Willmot faithful — and. to-morrow. 


Oy would meet. 

; | Willmot ee; in + ont of that, 

peace which he ſcarce hoped to find. 
He arrived at the ſeat where his fa- 

ther uſually reſided pale. dejected 

—and miſerable.— His fine eyes were 

ſunk, and e only of a mourn-- 


ing heart. 97211 05 62 enn 


Sir I ames, ſhocked at the changer in 5 
an only ſon, forbore for ſome time to 


"Fe 1 preſs 
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({ 12: ) 
preſs. him on the matriage ;—— but: 
finding the melancholy of Charles ra- 
ther increaſe than diminiſh, he ear- 
neſtly requeſted him to think of Miſs 
Weſtbrook, aſſuring him ſhe was every 
thing Emma ſhould have been. ; 


Willmot deſpaired of Kiki her 
what Emma onee was; but wiſhing 
to oblige His father willing to loſe 
the remembrance of himſelf - and in- 
different as to any thing that ſhould 
happen to him, conſented to ſee Miſs 


Weſtbrook. 


Sir James, enraptured with his com- 
pliance, wrote to the father of Miſs 
Weſtbrook, that he ſhould bring his 
ſon next day, to have an interview: 
| wo _s * young lady. | 


Sir James wiſhed C. Charles had ſtu- 
4 5 died 


+ "2 _ 
died his appearance mors. Dreſs had 8 
never engaged much of Willmot's at- 
_ tention, and now it was wholly diſ- 
regarded. Yet his father thought | 
he was ſtill handſome enough to gain 
the approbation of the lady ;—and,. 
with this hope, joyfully ſet out for 
Weſtbrook Hell. 


| Mr. Weltbrook — them at 
the entrance, and with a ſquire-like 
politeneſs, weleomed Charles with an 
oath; and heartily ſhaking: his hand, 
led him to the drawing-room, and 
preſented hun to Miſs: Weſtbrook. 


Charles remembered his father's 
words, and wondered at the blindneſs: 
of avarice. —— Miſs Weſtbrook like 
Emma! — Mifs. Weſtbrook, covering 

a eoarſe perſon with an exceſs of gaudx 
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A numerous com Nur y was a relief 
to Charles, as he cou 


out being remarked. : Miſs'Weſtbrook 
ook infinite pains to recommend ſher- 


ſelf to the notice of Willmot; but he 
was too deeply engaged within him- 
ſelf to pay any attention to the yelly 
Miſs ee was mn, 

4 ſooongd 405 a third time, Sir I: ames 
[carried Willmot to the Hall, and the 
diſlike: of Charles to its inhabitants 
increaſed with his wiſh to live ed | 
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* HARLES, ſaid Sir James, « 
9 think it is now tim to con- 
« clude maters. — Weſtbrook will 
« give his daughter thirty thouſand 
« pounds; herr will 2 55 ſign the 
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4 You ; aſtoniſh me, Sir * replied 
Charles, „ never had a thought bs 
ce. Miſs mn . 
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66 
„Well, Sir, and that was to marry 
& her.“ 


_” 1 never underſtood i it ww.” 


- i But every one elle ue. Me: 
& Weſtbrook looks on you as his ſon- 
«& 1n-law.—Miſs Weſtbrook receives 
you as her declared lover.” 


« Sir, I never exchanged a word 1 
« with Miſs Weſtbrook d on the — 
ic « ject. 26 


80 No matter for that; ſhe knows 
« her father's agreement and mine.— 


All the county look on it as a 


« match; and if it does not take 
« place, I ſhall die of ſhame * a 
broken heart.” 


| 
5 Ke Alas ! Sir, ſaid Willmot, « did 
f " you 
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you know what mine feels at this 
* moment, you would pity me ;—'tis 
« true, Emma deceived me, but how 
« can 1 forget her.” 


; Mo way ſo li likely as marrying 
« Miſs. Weſtbrook. — Don't expect, 


“Charles, that I will any longer give 


« way toſuch idle nonſenſe; how can 


2 1 


9 o7 
« I would not; Shro=” 


« But you will, if you do not take 
« Miſs Weſtbrook. — Yon know F 


love you, Charles; and I am ſure it 
* will kill me if you refuſe to com- 


1 25 


Could Willmot marry the woman 
he muſt deſpiſe - and had Miſs Weſt- 
brook 
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( 8 
brook” been every thing that was 
amiable, Willmot muſt love the faith- 
leſs Emma-: 


21 1 aro 5 


He TY 3 himielf on Miſs 
Weſtbrook smercy.— Charles ordered 


the carriage, and proceeded to the 


Hall. M ifs Weſtbrook was alone. 


Lou ms an 5 ant on 
e your compaſſion, Miſs Weſtbrook: 
« I find my father has miſled you 
« into a belief that I was preſented to 
7 = as your r * 


8 91 To br ence 4:17 0d 

= Fo: 
1 44 dull me, Sir!” M of PETS FAReT 
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ee <-ttoiat: you will hear me pati- 
o ently, and then judge whether 4 


do not deſerve the boon Iaſk. Long 


Cl 6 e 1 n or even had heard 
BW 212 bad bus lige i your... 


— 


6. your name, Mils Weſtbrook, T 
* loved where I thought the graces 


ec and virtnes of woman kind were 


6c "0 aſſembled —But I was deceived, 
« — With art, the moſt conſum- 
% mate art—a lawleſs and infamous 

<< paſſion preferred to the pure and 
« conſtant flame that conſumes the 
peace of Willmot. — The convic- 
ec tion of her falſehood has not obli- 
6 terated her dear idea; and Will 


« mot, though wretched, is the fond 


* lover of Emma ſtilE == 1 have 
laid open my heart to you, Mifs 
cc Weſtbrook; and you will reject 
der the" man Who cannot ke fenfible of 
e your merit. e s FIC * © 2 2 . 
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- « ] don't know har you mean, | 


"VEE: Mr. Willmot, by affronting me in 
460 this manner. — ! neither want nor 
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@ whe ) 
. * wiſh for your love; and if you 
chuſe to refuſe Sir James, you may 
«6 — but 1 ſhall W . my 
« * 3 b2idarsh 


L « Oh! ! Emma, Emma 155 . 
he; and ruſhing out Aen. 
Furned-home, T4 wr 


ns. agitated to an 8 
ſpent the night in traverſing his 
chamber. To marry Miſs Weſt- 
brook would be death. To refuſe 
His father was a * PEST: bn 


* Þ 


41 will als.” ſaid Willmot. — 
I cannot live long; and to know: 
« that I die in the fulfilment of my 
duty to a parent, will be ſome con- 
ul ſolation. — Can life be more a bur- 

* then than Emma has already made 


6: mine ? 


( 161 } 


mine? It cannot be a crime to. 
« remember her, or why had LR: 


« fo en of 


Sir James, bigotted to money, ſaw 
not the ſacrifice he was making ; and 
Willmot bore all his Crs. with- 


out repining. 


Diſguſted with: the jevity and want 
of feeling of Miſs Weſtbrook, Charles 
ſeldom went to the Hall—leaving the 
arrangements to the conduct of Sir 
James and Mr. Weſtbrook. 


The 8 were drawn — 


ſigned — and every neceſſary prepa- 


ration made, when. Miſs Weſtbrook 
prevailed on her father to conſent. 
that the marriage ſhould: be cele- 


Willmot re- 
monſtrated 


brated in London. 
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monſtrated i in vain; and, as 5s he ould 


form no objection which to them 


ſeemed reaſonable, he was oblige 
ſubmit, | | 
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„„ NRAFESL 2. 

'T was not enough that Stanmore 
had given Emma to her family, 

he-muſt reſtore Willmot to her; and 

being informed, though very late in 

the evening, of Charles 8 arrival, he 

ſent him hg followiny 81 letter.— „ 
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» The Gnkelton af" my ebm! is a 


« debt due equally to you, whom 
they haye injured, and to the re- 
174 profclies of meg own heart. n 
QTY . 

% Impe ed by weten e paſs 
« ſions; 80 aſſiſted by Mrs. Dorvill, I 


> % 1 


40 planned the ruin 6K Emma Land 


40 __ n you deemed her faitlileſs and 
EOS d depraved, 
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1 depraved, I had forcibly torn her 
from your good opinion Fer ſer- 
« vant I had made mine by bribes ; 
« and the tale he related to you and 
« Mr. Thornhill, was . him * 
* Mrs. Dorvill, | 


E Emma Oey ry my pürpens 
« were defeated ; — from herſelf you 
„will hear the remainder. of her ad- 
« venftires.— Her father — her uncle 
* are now rejoicing in her return 
but Emma's joy is incomplete. — 


| Haſten to her, Sir, and be DaPPY- 


0 « You, may think it your duty 0 
ce « puniſh my villainy, and I would 
« bare my breaſt to your avenging 


&< ſword — but that I know: the heart 
+ of Mr. Willmot: would grieye to 
E ſend a wretch loaded with guilt, to 


Len at the bar of Gd. 


= 2 & | 
. Þ e. | Emma 
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„Emma will tell you all. Vou 
« will hear——you wil lament the 
« fate of Matilda — and execrate her 
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| Witlmot had PRESTO finiſhed : this 
when another was given him,” 


9 DEAR CHARLES, 


If you can ſleep to- night you 
40 dun deſerve her — for Emma is 


« reſtored to us. That raſcal, Stan- 


more ! — I know Emma is impa- 
7 tient to ſee you, but nt COR 
enn. : | 


F. THORNHILL,” 


„Not come till to-morrow ! 1— 


« * Alas ** faid Willmot, J tan never 
8 come | 


r 


— x Se, 2 3 — 2 
ha — * I re r ä V 
To. 3 > — — py * . SP - *. e 
— 2 ” —ů — = Mgr + AA 5 n a 
rr 2 2 r 2 5 . * * A * r 0 = td Je 0 — IS 
ISI; PPC FCC r cal ele > ab ris, 4 ner Big „ eee PrP SPAR 
2 _—_ ot 


— 9 - * n ** 8 22 — - 2 N — — — 
2 7 — * 3 r N - * 5 rn * - 4 
— 2 ib 7 har —_— — n — — * 


— IE 
— r 
— N 

— 


| $ 266 ) 
of come 1; — — Emma, pct — and I 
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1. « contracted to another 3 E 
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His father entered the: TOM. , Sigh © 


$1.74 


— Fc Oh! Sir, you] have. indeed undone 
ec me. — = head turns round. — 


FE never _ the Tight 5 2 to-morrow! "" 
« ſun ſhine N the wretched * 
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cold dert b Baht, 

alternately ſucesded * each other: - 
though perfectly in his fenſes,” the 
maintained an inflexible” filence till 
| morning, when he >xequeſted” pen, a 
ink, and paper, with ſueh determined 
earneſtneſs, that it was judged neceſ- 
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ſary to indu! ge him. 


— 


14 FS C31 114 103 307 2 


ves. «1, would come and die at your 


« feet, 
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& my Emma, os, even. that's is for- 


4 bidden. — Vainly have I firuggled 7 


nn” to forget you when I believed: * ou 


4 faithleſs —and now I know you 
« conſtant and ſincere, It 'will-be- * 


147 


Fr come mee, 1c) Aut f 


* Ta can no 1 be yours — The 


command of a parent has doomed 
me to another. But death will 
0 free me. from the hated bond. on 


cc Farewell, my Emma — day t that. you 


« do not hate me—and * the 


2 raſtneds that has ruined .. 
| 1 Wixuor, 


Wh ile 2 ſat at Preakfalt wit! 


her uncle — every noiſe ſhe believed 
+ Prodanmed * approach of Wilmot. 


She read —and lifting her ſtream- 
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| 855 : Gracious God,” ſaid ſhe, ” teach 
5 0 me ſubmiſſion, or I ſhall murmur at 
3: tir | e 


. 5 Nr. Thornhill ſnatched the letter. 
. feeling heart was unequal to 


could only weep with her. 
The ſenſations of Emma were too 
Charkes more than — 
you, Willmot — Live— and if poſ- 


* ſible be bappy ! 
« EMMA.” 


3 v Thornhill had admired the 


character of Nugent, and requeſted 
his intimacy; and the more he knew, 


the r more he eſteemed — 
2 _—_— Nugent 


thetaſk of ſupporting Emma; and he 


- "agonizing to permit her to ſay to 


" Bitter Aiſkppointment i — 1 love 


Ef 
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Nugent 1 every thing his own, 
that concerned the peace of Emma; 


and far from thinking this mis for- 


tune might prove favourable to his 
hopes; he woiild willingly have given 
himſelf to Miſs Weſtbrook, to eſta= 
bliſh the e ae * Emma. 


"IS 


The Hneſs of Willmot encreaſ? | , 


—0#Aand Emma had the agonizing dif- 


treſs to hear all _ of Nis ann | 


were at an end. 


Could I but ſee him,” ſaid Emma 
.to ant uncle, but Chartes has not 
60 deſired it, and how? 


* 
* 


The door opened, and the ema- 
ciated form of Willmot was preſented 
to their view. — He reached the mid- 
dle of the room and lunk on 1 the, 
ground in a ſWwon n 8 5 ; 5 : 
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1 When his ſenſes returned, he fixed 
| his languid eyes on Emma „ and 
x Jighed. f 


1 My dear Charles %, ſaid 2 
60 « why d d 5 


« Don't 3 me, Emma could 
& not die till I had ſeen you. — You 
e are ſadly altered, my love. — I have 
1 * done that.—My cruel diſpoſition 
= «6 has deſtroyed us both.” 8 
He reclined his head on the 
4 ſhoulder of his weeping Emma. — 
Again he attempted to ſpeak — but 
could not. 


Sir james knew nothing of his ſon's 
intention till he was gone, and had 
followed him to Mr. Thornhill's, 


1 1 hoping to find him alive. 
— = 


(mw 

Willmot's ſtrength was ſo much 
exhauſted, that it was impoſlible to 
- convey him home with ſafety — ſo an 


apartment was prepared for him at 
Mr. Thornhill's. 


Emma attended him—and in thoſe 
moments Charles was animated with 
the wiſh of life. To recover was to 
be Miſs Weſtbrook's — and in death 
only could Willmot look for happi- 
neſs; | 


, 
# 
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O ſave his ſon, Sir James would 
have recalled his word, but i it was 

too late. — His engagements were 
confirmed with the penalty of more 
than half his fortune ; — and Charles 
held himſelf as firmly. bound as if 
the marriage had already taken place. 


_ Miſs Weſtbrook, diſguſted at Will- 
mot'ẽs indifference — and wearied with 
uncertainty, eloped to Scotland with 
a young officer ; who, charmed with 
= the lady's fortune, had flattered her 
into a belief ſhe was all the world to 
him. | 
Sir James haſtened with the happy 
{Rings * to Mr. Thornhill Ss. Emma 
rains {7 almoſt 


0 4 A ry 


| 173 ) 


| almoſt doubted the evidence of her 
ſenſes ; and Mr. Thornhill was wild 
with joy. To tell Willmot. ab- 
ruptly, mighe deſtroy the projipect 
that now opened to their view. 

Yet Charles inſtantly diſcovered the 
change in Emma —and his heart 
preſaged a ſomething, but he knew 
not what to conjecture. 
eluded giving a direct anſwer to his 


enquiries, in a way that ſtill fed his 


hopes. 


At the expiration of a month, 
Willmot preſſed Emma to his n. 


and called her all his wn... 


The entire recovery of Willmot was 
ſlow, and proportioned to the decay 
he had ſuſtained. Sir James and Mr. 
Dorvill ſettled all pecuniary matters 
— and Mr. Thornhill forgot his infir- 
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| mitie; in being his Emma * er 
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- Nugent had never hoped to gain 2 
kee — He had been introduced to, 
and frequently viſited Willmot while 
in his chamber; — but when he ſaw 
him able to go out —and occaſionally 
heard hints of preparations — his 

heart funk, and he could no longer 
endure it.— He confeſſed his weak 
neſs — took an affectionate farewell 
of the lovers and Mr. Thornhill, pro- 
miſing to return and rejoice in their 
| happineſs, when he could doi it with- 
out thinking « of his own.. 


rn the: hours of infatuation, Mr. 
Dorvill had given his unworthy wife 
a great part of his fortune; —ſhe had 
purſued her career of vice till ſhe was 
robbed of the charms that'gained her 


1 admirers, 


(2] 
' admirers, by the ſmall pox, and then 
became miſerable more through mor- 
tification than remorſe. 3 


A hw R 7h after the union of 
Charles and Emma had taken place; 
Mrs. Willmot received a letter from 
Stanmore. EM» 


Suffer your: bliſs for a ſhort time 
* to be interrupted, while the mi- 
“ ſerable cs preſents himſelf 
t your v View. = 


2 


{A Vas Madam, ſaw Matilda expire: 
Never can that moment be obliter- 


n .ated from my memory. A thou- 


0 
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ſand raſh reſolves took poſſeſſion 
„ of my mind; — I have diſcarded 
« them, and will wait the juſt ene 
# of Heay@nod= i 1:0 zorn 


- 
— 5 


ea 


a 


« But. - 


Cu}: 
But what can equal the ſtings of 
« a guilty conſcience! — All within 
„ me is horror !— I am ſurrounded 
« with deſpair ! and a beam of hope 
0 cannot pierce through the gloom ! 
« — My crimes are engraven on my 
heart — and no tears can efface the 
« character. 


Matilda! — thou art arrayed in 
« the robe of innocence, and thy baſe 
* defiler grovels in the duſt ! — I wiſh 
« yet tremble at eternity. — Can 
« my polluted lips ſupplicate the 
„ mercy of an offended God? — The 
4 prayers of virtue may be heard — 
«< ſuch, Emma, are thine; and you 
* will offer them up for the wretched 

* STANMORE.” 


Willmot and his - bride, though 
happy in the Pureſt ſenſe of the 
word, 


Ard were y nor ned of the 


miſeries of others; : they pitied Stan- 
more; and even Mr. Thornhill, who 


execrated his crimes, fervently prayed 
that Stanmore might find mercy. 


for pleaſure in diſſipation ; — in the 


ſociety of his Emma, he found it 


unalloyed — he wondered at his for- 
mer blindneſs ; and it was painful 
to recolle& that when he was moſt 


unmindful of her, her duty and 


affection had never been diminiſhed. 


Sir James Willmot was now con- 


vinced that Miſs Weſtbrook's large 


fortune could not have procured. his 


ſon any part of that felicity he en- 
Joyed with Emma; and Mr. Thorn- 
hill's ſyſtem, that vice would be pu- 


niſhed, and virtue (though for a 


time oppreſſed) receive reward, was 


ſtron gy 


Mr. Dorvill no longer ſought 
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